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Left:   

“The general purpose of the Calumet Region Model “A” Restorer’s Club shall be to 
encourage  its members to acquire, preserve, restore, exhibit and make use of the Ford Model 
“A” automobile,  model years 1928 through 1931, and all things pertaining to the Ford Model 
“A”, and to promote  the introduction of ideas and fellowship among M.A.R.C. members.” You 
need not own a Model “A” Ford! 

   Hi Everyone, 
 
Carol and I would like to thank 
everyone that was able to come 
to the pot luck. We had such a 
good time visiting and relaxing 
with you.  Thank you for shar-
ing all that great food also.  
 
Don't forget the Souper Bowl on 
the 14th of April. We were able 
to make some nice centerpieces 
for the tables.  Please don't for-

get to bring something for the 
raffle table.  I understand the 
women have several things, so 
men, we need to hold our end 
up.  Looking forward to our 
fund raiser.  Hope you will be 
able to come.  
 
We will see you all at the meet-
ing on Monday.  Hope everyone 
had an enjoyable Easter. 

                                       Mike 
 

 Volume 65    Issue 4                                                                                                        John Hoffman-Editor 

 Treasurer’s Report   By Carol Healy 
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Income   
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Printer toner for editor                                                                     $76.99 
MARC Region renewal                                                                   $25.00 
Secretary of State non-profit fee                                                     $10.00 
                                                                     Total Expenses         $111.99 
 
Ending Balance    April 1, 2024                                                  $1634.54 

Mike’s Message 
 Officers 

President 

 Michael Sluis 

VP - Editor 

John Hoffman 
Treasurer 

Carol Healy 

Secretary 

 Karen Kats 

Regional Director 

Art LeMere 

Region Correspondent  

John Hoffman 

Safety-MAFFI 

John Marshall 

Mileage 

 Jerry LeMere 

Coffee 

Ron & Mary Lou 

 Clausing 

Lady’s Raffle 

Diane Zuidema 

Property 

 Art LeMere 

Historian 

 Art Steinberg 

Technical 

 Wally Healy 



 

 

PAGE 3 “THE CHATTER”  

    The meeting was called to order at 7:19 p.m. All 
the officers were present. Mike Sluis led the Pledge 
of Allegiance. There were no visitors this evening. 

The SECRETARY’S MINUTES: The minutes from 
the February 5th meeting were read by Karen 
Kats. A motion to approve was made by Judy Ger-
hardt, seconded by Marsha LeMere and the motion 
was approved.  

The club received a thank you from the daughters 
of Ginny Ventura, thanking everyone for their kind 
words of encouragement. It was greatly appreciat-
ed. 

The TREASURER’S REPORT: The treasurer’s re-
port was read by Carol Healy. The new balance as 
of March 4th was $1,644.53. A motion to approve 
was made by Wally Healy and seconded by Marsha 
LeMere. The motion was approved. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT/EDITOR’S REPORT: John 
Hoffman reported the next breakfast run would be 
on Saturday, March 16th, at the Ashford House on 
159th Street at 9 a.m. It is a full Irish break-
fast...come hungry! 

The PRESIDENT’S REPORT: Mike Sluis noted the 
next business meeting would be on April 1st …no 
fooling!! 

CHAIRPERSONS’ REPORTS: 

SICK CALL: N/A 

BADGE FINES: Sorry, Ron Clausing. Better luck 
next meeting. 

THE HISTORIAN’S REPORT: Art Steinberg was 
absent this evening; there was no report. 

MARC REPORT: Art LeMere reminded us that the 
Joliet Membership Meet is in April. Ron Clausing 
mentioned that 65 people have already signed up 
and expecting 100, also, a club table for the swap 
meet can be purchased for $10; no contract yet for 
future meets past the National Meet in Ashville, 
NC; Art downloaded the information on MARC in-
surance for Soup Day. 

MAFFI: John Marshall explained if you are inter-
ested in purchasing March 1st sweepstake tickets 
for “Betsy”, go online and click on the picture. The 
drawing will be in October. Other updates to Gil-
more Museum grounds include: the red barn next 

to the diner has been emptied out and will be event 
space in the future. The old train station will be 
turned into an outdoor bathroom facility. All is po-
tentially planned for May 1st completion. An-
nouncement: The Gilmore Museum just rated #1 
car museum in the nation!! 

OLD BUSINESS 

*Pat Marshall said 18 people attended the Winter 
Pizza Social. There was plenty pizza, including 
some take home boxes. Everyone attending had lots 
to eat and shared good conversations with one an-
other! 

NEW BUSINESS 

*Carol Sluis asked everyone to bring a dish to share 
(entre, side, or dessert) at Sunday’s Potluck hosted 
at their home on March 10th at 2 p.m. Please bring 
your favorite beverage as they are not sure what 
everyone prefers. 

OTHER NEW BUSINESS 

*Souper Bowl: We are in need of “Coffee Can Raffle 
prizes”. Please text or call Karen Kats with the 
names of your items, and she will make up tags for 
each item. John Marshall has medals for the Hub-
ley car races. Further discussion will take place af-
ter the meeting to iron out details. The venue in 
Beecher (532 Gould) $150 to rent, with a $200 de-
posit that will be refunded after the event has been 
paid. 

*Judy Gerhardt asked for a raise of hands for those 
interested in attending “You Can’t Take It With 
You” at the Curtain Call Theatre @ approximately 
$22 per person on Friday, June 7th. Many people 
are interested. 

*Art LeMere announced that a “Tucks Away Cover” 
will be a sweepstake ticket raffle item for Gilmore 
Days in September. 

MOTION TO ADJOURN was made at 7:35 p.m. by 
Ron Clausing and seconded by Art LeMere. The 
motion was approved. 

Respectfully submitted, 

                                       Kare Ka 

Business Meeting March 4, 2024 
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April … Carol Healy   

May…. Lora Ricci               

June … Marge Vetterick 

July … Marsha LeMere 

August … Judy Gerhardt 

September … Mary Lou Clausing 

October … Diane Zuidema 

November … Carol Sluis 

December…Pizza Party 

   Calendar of 
Club events 

****************************************                                 

                     April 2024 

      1st - Business Meeting 

       4-6 -Membership Meet, Joliet, IL 

       7th - AACA Swap Meet, St. Charles, IL 

       13th - Breakfast Run 

       14th - Calumet Region Soup Day, Beecher, IL 

                            

                          May 2024 

        4th - Safety Check, John Marshall host 

        6th - Business Meeting 

        18th - Breakfast Run 

        21-23 - MARC National Tour 

 

                           June 2024 

         3rd - Business Meeting 

         9th - Curtain Call Theater, Mokena, IL 

         15th - Breakfast Run 

         26th - Shipshewana Tour 

                              

                            July 2024 

         1st - Business Meeting 

         15th-18th MARC National Meet                     

         20th - Country Breakfast, at the Healy’s 

                    

April Breakfast Run 
Saturday, April 13th - 9:00 AM 

Kingsberry Waffle House 

“You Can’t Take It     
With You”  

A Play By George S. Kaufman     
at the  

Curtain Call Theater 
11112 Front Street 

Mokena, Illinois 
Sunday, June 9, 2024  

Tickets are $22 
Judy Gerhardt has a block 

of 20 tickets.  
Please see Judy at the Business 

Meeting 
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May 4th at 12pm 
 

John Marshall’s Skinned 
Knuckle Garage 

6747 W. Kennedy,                
Peotone, IL 

Come out and have your Model A checked for 
for the touring season.  

A Hot Dog Lunch will be Served 
Bring a Dessert to Share 

2024 ANNUAL SAFETY CHECK 
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Club Members: We will need help setting up at 11:00 am  
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2024 M.A.R.C. Membership Meet, April 4-6, Joliet, Illinois 
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Tech Talk Air filters fact or fiction. 
The number one consideration is not opinion at all it is FACT..... 
The carburetor must be designed for air filter use otherwise as the filter gets dirty the engine will run richer. 
This extra rich fuel will wash the oil from the cylinder walls doing far more damage than dust. 
As screen and paper air filters get dirty they will cause issues with ALL Model A and B Ford released carburetors creating 
unbalanced air to fuel ratios. 
This is because of the external float bowl venting design method used on ALL Ford carburetors released for use on the 
Model A and B engines. 
A dirty or restrictive air filter doesn’t just slow down the air flow but causes extra air to be pulled through the external 
float bowl vent hole forcing extra fuel through the jetting. 
When the air filters on internally vented carburetors that are designed for air filter use, get dirty everything is restricted 
there is no external vent hole or “back door” to pull unregulated air through. 
This internal vent design method is known as a pressure balancing circuit. 
This circuit can be machined/added to ALL the carburetors released by Ford for use on the Model A and B engines. 
NONE of carburetors released by Ford for use on the Model A or B were designed to use an air filter that’s because they 
lack a pressure balance circuit. 
This is carburetor design theory not opinion ! 
You will never see an updraft carburetor used with gravity feed fuel supply and an air filter used on a production vehicle, 
this is a dangerous combination due to trapping leaking fuel and vapors. 
Some will say... that’s why I have a wire mesh / air maze to stop fire. 
While it might be true that flames won’t go thru screen, it does not stop an engine from back firing. 
A back fire is only a quick pop with nothing to burn, unless you have an air cleaner assembly trapping fuel! 
No Model A ever burnt down because it didn’t have an air cleaner or air maze... just the opposite they trap dripping fuel 
and are the reason for fire.  
This never would’ve happened if the fuel was just allowed to drip / run out onto the ground.  
A properly sized, designed and tested air filter and carburetor is a must for an engine in a dusty environment. 
Common today is to visit the plumbing store and build this elaborate system of twists and turns with piping trying to get 
the filter away from the heat. 
The quickest way to get air in the carburetor is straight in, every time you change direction you slow the air down, some 
systems actually reduce horsepower greatly. 
Just because it cost $80 and has a name brand filter doesn’t mean it’s any good.  
I can tell you that if your air filter tubing assembly has bends in it that you are reducing the flow into the carburetor.  
I have a super flow bench and I can measure very accurately the CFM going through a carburetor.  
Only a single elbow facing down doesn’t have negatively affect airflow into these carburetors And then every 90° elbow 
after that reduces airflow. 
Even with the K&N filter if it gets dirty airflow is going to be reduced and so will performance and economy. 
Carburetors work on vacuum from the engine, ram air does not work in this design, otherwise they would have faced the 
carburetor inlet forward. 
Some vehicles use an oil bath system. 
Due to the design of an oil bath air cleaner even when the oil is dirty they don’t restrict air flow like screen or paper ele-
ment air cleaners.  
 
Fords engine compartment was designed to be kept clean by the air coming in the radiator this slightly pressurized the 
engine compartment. 
The air was forced down the sides of the engine and out the louvers... the engine pans are multi function. 
This is why these engines have lasted so long without an air cleaner. 
Dirt road dust is churned behind the vehicle, not in front of it or under the hood. 
You’d have to be tailgating all the time to have dust issues. 
I’m not against filters, I would always use a properly designed one in a dusty environment, I would also be sure my carbu-
retor was designed to use one. 
You’re welcome to do whatever you want it’s your car. 
Personally I wouldn’t waste my time with an air filter, there’s just not enough dust going in that motor to ruin it. 
The negatives just far out weigh the positives in this particular application. 
 
David 
 
RENNER'S CORNER EARLY FORD PARTS  
               
Website: https://rennerscorner.com/index.html 
 
Email: David@rennerscorner.com 
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Sears, Roebuck 1931 Catalog 

Never buy a car you can’t push 
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Potluck Dinner at the Carol & Mike Sluis’s 
Home 

The Artisans of the Calumet Region Got Together to 
Create Beautiful Centerpieces for Soup Day  
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Older body restoration but mechanically up to date. 
Rebuilt Diamond block Model B engine with a Snyder 

6:1 high compression head. Model B carburetor and 
intake manifold. Leakless water pump. Aries stainless 

steel exhaust system with stainless heat shield, V-8 
style flywheel. 

1984 Ford F-150 4 speed, synchromesh overdrive 
transmission 

6 volt alternator, FS Electronic distributor, flushed ra-
diator, Optima 6 volt battery, cast iron brake drums 

with Flat Head Ted’s brake shoe floaters, LOGO Lite 
turn signals, new Lebaron-Bonney top, older side cur-
tains and top down boot cover, radiator stone guard, 

shortened Pitman arm, E-Z Steer kit installed, interior 
firewall insulator, interior floor insulation. Dual gauge 
mount with water temperature gauge and oil pressure 
gauge. Plastic high volume engine fan. Brown vinyl 
interior upholstery. Seat belts. Quail radiator mas-
cot/cap. Powder coated wheels. Firestone tires. Car 

cover. 
This car is not a garage queen, it is driven frequently in 
touring season. It has been very reliable and has been 
on tours to the Niagara Falls, Perrysburg and Gettys-

burg MARC National Meets.  
$24,500, for information: John Hoffman,  

(630) 697-1830 
jchoff333@comcast.net 

1930 Deluxe Roadster 



 

 

 Thinking about……… 
 

 Please remember our friends who are        
struggling   with   health   problems. 

PAGE 12 “THE CHATTER”  

Happy Birthday 
Pete Kats         April 17th                                          
Carol Healy     April 26th                                       

Members Moments 
Keeping in touch 

Interesting Trivia 
 

In the 1400’s a law was set forth in England 
that allowed that a man was allowed to beat 

his wife with a stick no thicker than his 
thumb. Hence we have “the rule of thumb”. 

 
Many years ago in Scotland, a new game 

was invented. It was ruled “Gentlemen Only.. 
Ladies Forbidden” .. And thus, the word 

GOLF  entered into the English language. 
 

Every day more money is printed for Monop-
oly than the U.S. Treasury. 

 
Men can read smaller print than women can; 

women can hear better. 
 

Coca-Cola was originally green. 
 

It is impossible to lick your elbow. 
 

The cost of raising a medium-size dog to 
eleven: $16,400 

 
The average number of people airborne in 

the U.S. I any given hour: 61,000 
 

Intelligent people have more zinc and cop-
per in their hair. 

 

If you can't be 
kind, at least 

have the decency 
to be vague. 



 

 

   All my life I have always looked to people 
older than myself for guidance and knowledge. 
My Mom & Dad, grandparents, teachers, Boy 
Scout leaders. When I started my career it was 
the “Depression” era generation engineers and 
managers who took me under their wing, to 
show me the ropes. They taught me to live a 
moral life, their work ethic, and if you fail, 
don’t give up, try again. You can only learn so 
much from books (or now, the internet). You 
have to get your hands dirty. It’s the same with 
this hobby.   
   I was lucky when first joined MARC and the 

Calumet Region, there were Howie Taylor, 
Ron Gerhardt, Bud Vetterick, and Jack Ventu-
ra. Great reservoirs of knowledge and thank 
God for Art Steinberg, who is still a mentor to 
me. 
   Now my guides through the labyrinth of  
what makes a Model “A” tick, are “Boomers” 
like me. Thanks guys! 
   I think I’ll end now, because I have used up 
this months quota of cliches. 
   Let’s wear Model “A” tire rubber soon.  
   If got ‘em, drive ‘em! Dang, now I’m using 
up next month’s quota of cliches!!! 
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Editor’s Desk     John Hoffman 



 

 

The 

Chatter 
C AL U M E T RE G I ON ,  M ODE L  ‘ A’  RE S T OR E R’ S  C L U B  

At 60 mph the loudest sound you hear... 

are the passengers screaming!!! 


