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Remember… 
 Be sure to track your car’s mileage during 2025 and earn awards. 
 Join MAFCA and enjoy the benefits, including the Restorer Magazine. 
 Check out the New Feature in the Motometer – “Do You Remember This Car Song?” 
 Previous editions of this newsletter are available on the club’s website. 
 Mark your calendars for the club’s Christmas Feast – Currently planned for Dec. 6th. 
 Don’t forget the upcoming club tour through Lehi and Eagle Mountain on Oct. 11th. 
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UVMAC MISSION 
STATEMENT 

2025 Club Officers 
The purpose of the club is two-fold:!
!

#$ To serve as a medium of exchange of 
ideas, information, and parts for 
admirers of Model A Ford cars and 
trucks and to aid them in their efforts 
to restore and preserve these vehicles 
in their original likeness.!

!

%$ To unite in a central organization, all 
individuals who are interested in 
restoring the automobile in a manner 
to attract prestige and respect within 
the community.  It shall further be the 
purpose of this club to help these 
individuals become better acquainted 
and encourage and maintain among 
its members the spirit of good 
fellowship, sociality, and fair play 
through sponsored activities 
including the use of the Model A Ford 
and family participation!

!

The Utah Valley Model A Club is a 
chapter of the Model A Ford Club of 
America (MAFCA).  Membership with 
MAFCA is highly encouraged.  See 
MAFCA News at the end of this 
newsletter for more information.!
!

Club meetings are held on the third 
Thursday of each month — 7:00 p.m. in 
the Clyde Companies building at 730 N. 
1500 W. Orem, Utah.  Use the north 
side entrance.  The meeting room is on 
the immediate right.!
!

CLUB OFFICERS 
Board Chair   Brian Lindenlaub  
President    Roger Davis   
Vice President   Buster Hansen   
Secretary   Robert Mack   
Treasurer   Diane Brimley   
Activities   Howard Eckstein  
Membership   Amber Morrell   

APPOINTED POSITIONS 
Awards    Theon Laney   
Facebook   Clyde Munson   
Librarian   TBD   
Merchandise   Paul Jerome   
Photographers   Howard Eckstein  
     Amber Morrell   
     Buster Hansen   
     Greg Mack   
     Nicholas Mack   
     Robert Mack   
Tech Talks   Reid Carlson 
Meeting Refreshments  TBD   
Web Page   Greg Mack   
Newsletter   Jeff Niven   
Restorer Chapter News  Clyde Munson   

     

    Past	and	Current	Club	Presidents	
	

2013	Robert	Mack	 	 2020	Greg	Mack	
2014	Clyde	Munson	 	 2021	Greg	Mack	
2015	Howard	Eckstein	 	 2022	Brad	Christofferson	
2016	Nicholas	Mack	 	 2023	Brian	Lindenlaub	
2017	Reid	Carlson	 	 2024	Roger	Davis	
2018	Clyde	Munson	 	 2025	Roger	Davis	
2019	Clyde	Munson	
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President’s	Message	
From Roger Davis 

 
 The Model A hobby seems nearly endless—there’s always more to learn 
about these marvelous cars.  As I talk to friends at the car shows, I tell them 
that Henry had to deal with pretty much everything a modern car deals with 
and he got it right.  Sure, the tolerances and materials have made our modern 
cars a dream to drive.  But Henry and his engineers figured out all the 
fundamentals. 
 Ford wasn’t the 
only company to 
build cars.  I was 
given this photo 

that shows almost all of the cars built 
in the United States.  It is amazing to 
imagine how many car brands have 
come and gone, and the relatively few 
that still exist.  While you can’t read 
the individual brand names, the title 
says it all, “2600 Makes of 
Automobiles Sold in the United States 
in the Past 80 Years or More.”  2600 
different makes—that’s a lot. 
 I’ve mentioned this to some that I became aware of the George W. Davis Car Company in 
Richmond, Indiana, that made cars in the Model A era (no relation to me).  I recently had the 
chance to visit the Wayne County Museum in Richmond, to see two Davis cars—they say they 
both run and they pull them out for the local parade each year.  Here are a few pics—the lighting 
was bad so I apologize for the photo quality. 
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 While at the museum I found this 
document that showed how many cars were made in 
Indiana.  You’ll notice a few produced in large 
numbers, like Studebaker in South Bend, or Auburn 
and Cord in Connersville, and Duesenberg in 
Indianapolis.  I understand that Indiana could have 
been the auto capital of the United States like 
Michigan but it didn’t have the same easy access to 
large waterways among myriad other factors.  It’s 
pretty amazing that 153 car brands were 
manufactured in Indiana, alone.   
 
Happy driving! 
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Utah Valley Model A Club Meeting 
18 September 2025 

 
 

	 The September 2025 meeting of the Utah 
Valley Model A Club was called to order by the club’s 
president, Roger Davis, at 7:05pm on the 18th of 
September 2025 in the Clyde Company Building in 
Orem, Utah. 
 
 The first order of business was the recognition 
and welcoming of visitors and new members starting 
with Jon Cope, from Salem, Utah, who is restoring a 
1929 Tudor.  Next came Max and Susette Gertsch 
from Midway, Utah, who own a 1930 Coupe.  And 
finally, Roger welcomed new member, Nathan Swenson, who recently joined the club.  He owns 
a 1929 Fordor. 
 
 Next, Roger reviewed the club’s goals for 2025.  The club is still showing good progress 
on the last three of the club goals;  

- 25% of the club members earning the 13+ Award.  We are currently at 20% with 12 
members having met the requirements.  We only need a few more members to reach 
that goal.	

- 25% of the club members earing the Lucky 7 Award.  Here again the club has nearly 
met that goal with 11 members meeting the requirements for 18%.  We only need a few 
more members to reach that goal.	

- The club mileage goal for the club is 25,025 miles, which represents about 500 miles 
per car.  Roger asked for a show of hands of how many members had already achieved 
500 miles and recognized that we still have a way to go.  Some club members have 
already driven their cars over 1500 miles this year, which will help the club meet this 
goal.	

 
 Roger next gave the financial report that was sent to him by the Club Treasurer, Diane 
Brimley, who was home ill.   

- We have $602.15 in our checking account,	
- We also have $2301.01 in our savings account, and	
- We have $3065.17 in our CD.	
- 	

 Robert Mack next reported on the car magnets that 
he recently received.  They arrived after all of the 2025 
parades had passed, so he suggested that he keep them until 
next year.   
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 In addition, Robert has received new copies of the UVMAC Mileage 
and Maintenance Log Book in which members can track their car’s mileage 
and record trip information.  In addition, it is useful for documenting 
maintenance on their Model A’s, as well as repairs.  The books are free to new 
club members and $3 to other members of the club who would like additional 
ones. 
 
 Howard Eckstein next reported on recent club activities.  First, he 
mentioned the Wyoming road trip this past weekend.  Details of this trip are 
included in this newsletter.  Dave Morrell summed up the trip when he said “it was 500 miles of 
sheer pleasure.”  Now that is one wonderful trip! 
 Since our last meeting, the club participated in the visit Judd Houser’s garage.  Judd was 
in the attendance at this club meeting and reported that they had 51 guests in attendance.  A full 
report of that event is contained in last month’s Motometer.  Check it out. 
 Next, Paul Jerome gave the club members a summary of what to expect on next month’s 
(October) activity.  A copy of Paul’s itinerary is presented in this edition of the Motometer.  It is 
being called the Eagle Mountain, Cedar Fort, Fairfield Tour and will be held on 11 October 2025. 
 Howard, next, solicited ideas for the club’s November activity.  Since the weather will 
likely be cooler, he suggested that we plan a Garage Day and work on one or more projects that 
club members are interested in, and need help with.  Send your suggestions to Howard. 
 
 At this point, Roger turned the meeting over Theon for presentation of the club awards.  
First, there were a number of mileage awards to present.  They were: 
 Dave Morrell and Amber Morrell – 1000 miles  
 Amber also received her award for 1500, 2500 and 5000 miles (WOW!!) 
 Roger Davis – 2500 miles 
 Theon Laney – 5000 miles 
 Jeff Niven – 5000 miles   

  

 Next came the nominations for the Bent Rod Award.  The nominations are for club 
members who have problems with their cars for which they are responsible, and the two trophies 
go to those members who the club deems “most worthy” of the award.  The nominees were: 
 

 Clyde Munson – Getting his distributor wet. 

 Bill and Colette Thompson – Not listening to the “Still Small Voice”, Points closed and  
     Coil wire fell off. 
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Steve Dutton – Clutch failure on the Judd Houser tour, whereupon he removed and  
   then disassembled the transmission only to have pieces of   
   bearings and springs “tinkle out”. 
Theon Laney – For adjusting his steering box too 
tight. 

 

 At this time, a vote was taken by “show of hands” as 
to the most deserving nominee, and the two Bent Rod 
Trophies were awarded to Steve Dutton and Bill Thompson. 
  
 Clyde Munson next mentioned that we are getting 
close to the time when we need to hold elections for club 
officers.  At a minimum, we will need to select a new 
President as well as a new Vice President, as Roger and Buster have said that they do not wish to 
continue for another year.  Therefore, we need to begin thinking about who we might want to 
nominate to fill those two vacancies, as well as any other vacancies in the list of club officers. 
 

 Next, Roger Davis quickly reported 
on his recent trip to Indiana where he 
was looking for cars made by the 
Davis Automobile Company. (See 
President’s Message in this edition of 
the Motometer.)  While he was there, 
Roger said he got to ride in an 
Auburn automobile (see photo below) made by the Auburn 

Automobile Company, and 
saw similar brands including 
the very expensive Cord and 
even Duesenberg 
automobiles.  He said they 
had a parade in Indiana, 
which consisted only of 
Auburns, Cords and  
Duesenberg automobiles.  No 
floats, no marching bands, no 
drill teams, no horses, etc. 
and the announcer knew all 
the car owners by name.	 

Auburn Hood Ornament
  

1925 Davis 90 Touring Phaeton 
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 The refreshments for the meeting were provided by Bob and Janell Todd, and included two 
items that have great meaning to the Todd family.  In 1976, following the Teton Dam Failure and 
subsequent flooding, the Todds graciously opened their home to 
a then homeless family in Rexburg that had 10 kids.  In order to 
feed this large number of people each night, along with her own 
family, Janell would prepare a delicious meal of bread and bean 
soup.  Thus, this meal has great meaning to the Todd family, as 
it reminds them of this significant event in their family’s history 
during the time they lived in Idaho. 

 So, while Bob Todd presented his talk 
about the Teton Dam Failure, Janell served 
the club members some of her 
delicious bean soup recipe, 
along with bread, butter, jam 
and fresh carrots. 
   
 Bob’s talk began with a brief 
discussion about metal fatigue 
and then he skillfully 

transitioned to a discussion about the failure of the 
Teton Dam on 5 June 1976. 
 The Teton Dam was an earthen dam built 
across the Teton River, about 20 miles upstream 
from Rexburg, Idaho.  On the morning of June 5th, Bob said he had just exited the Idaho Falls 
Temple when he heard someone whisper that the Teton Dam had broken. 

  Note: I have taken the liberty of 
including here additional information that is 
available on the Internet from a report by the 
Teton Dam Failure Review Group (April 
1977). 
  At the left is a table from the Teton 
Dam Failure Review Group‘s report which 
outlines the sequence of events which led up 
to the failure that morning.   
  Of particular note is the observation 
of two new small streams of water exiting the 
front of the dam on June 3rd, about 1300 to 
1500 feet down-stream.  The next day, on June 
4th, another steam was discovered closer to the 
dam, only 160 to 200 feet down-stream from 
the face.  The next day, on June 5th, starting at 
7:30am, new leakage was observed on the face  
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of the dam above the streams of water.  That leakage increased rapidly but no warning was issued 
at that time because “they did not want to cause a panic”. 
 Then at 11:00am, on June 5th, a whirlpool was observed in the water just behind the crest 
of the dam on the west end of the dam.  This was the same end of the dam as the leakage and the 
streams of water.  As a result, at 11:00 am, an order was given to evacuate areas below the dam.  
Efforts began to fill the whirlpool, but these failed to stop the leakage.  Dozers were employed in 
an effort to fill hole that was now forming on the front side of the dam (see photo above).   At 
11:30am those dozers fell into the growing hole, but the operators were able to escape.  At 
11:45am, the dozers that were trying to fill the whirlpool were removed, and 10 minutes later the 
crest of the dam collapsed, and the embankment of the dam was “breached” (see photo right).  The 

hole in the dam now grew very fast until by 
Noon the water flow through the gap in the 
dam was allowing 2.3 million cubic feet of 

water per second to flow down-stream.  By 6pm, 
Teton Reservoir was basically empty! 
 The drawing here (below right) is an 
inundation map showing where the water from the 
dam flowed as it headed down-stream into towns, 
ranches, and farms. 
 Below (left) is a table which provides details 

about 
the flow of water 
as it reached the 
various cities and 
towns down-
stream, including 
the arrival time of 
the water as well 
as details of the 
flood and the 
depth of the wall 
of water. 
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 Bob reported that only 11 people died during the flood. It is interesting to note that 5 of 
them did not die from drowning.  According to official records, two died from heart attacks, two 
shot themselves (one accidently), and one died the next day after being evacuated.  Bob pointed 
out that this low loss of life from the catastrophe was likely due to the timely warning and the 
response of the people heeding the warnings to evacuate.  
 In his concluding remarks, Bob talked about the importance of obedience and preparation, 

both of which prevented the loss of life such as occurred 
during the Johnstown Flood in 1889, in Pennsylvania, which 
took the lives of 2208 people.  He also stressed the importance 
of having perspective and even a sense of humor in 
challenging times, as exemplified in this photo (below). 

	 	
	

	 At the conclusion of his talk, 
Bob asked if there were any 
questions or comments from the club members.  Since the flood occurred 50 years ago, most of 
the club members remembered the disaster and offered their memories of traveling to Idaho to help 
with the clean-up and recovery.   
 

 Thanks to Bob for his excellent presentation and to both Bob and Janell for the delicious 
refreshments, which further helped the club members experience what happened on that Idaho day 
in 1976.  
 
 At this time, Roger turned the remaining time over to Paul Jerome who presented a detailed 
itinerary of the October Club Tour that is scheduled for October 11.  That itinerary is included 
later in this Motometer. 
 
 Following Paul’s presentation, Roger adjourned the meeting around 9pm. 
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Dinosaur Tour – Sept. 12-14 
Photos Courtesy of Clyde Munson 

 
 In the words of club member Dave 
Morrell, the Dinosaur Tour “was 500 miles of 
sheer pleasure.”  Thanks to Clyde Munson for 
organizing this incredible trip.  The attendees 

drove 5 Model A’s and it was a wonderful 
trip.  The itinerary for the tour is shown here 
and Clyde took some great photographs. 
 The trip started off in Orem, Utah and 
then headed up Provo Canyon to join up with 
the Beehive A’s in Heber.  From there they headed to Vernal for lunch and then on to Dinosaur 
National Monument.  Then back to Vernal to the Field House Museum and then dinner. 
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	 On Saturday, the tour continued into Wyoming to visit Flaming Gorge and then Fort 
Bridger.  In the afternoon, they headed off to Evanston for dinner.		Sunday, the group explored 
the Evanston Roundhouse, followed by lunch and then they headed back home. 
 Thanks again to Clyde for organizing this memorable trip.		Let’s be sure and do it again 
next year!	 	
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Mileage & Maintenance Log 
Get Yours Today 

By Jeff Niven 
 

 At our recent club meeting, Robert Mack announced 
that he had received a new batch of the club’s Mileage & 
Maintenance Logbooks, like the well-used one shown here on 
the right.  They are free to new members, and for $3 to everyone 
else.  Contact Robert today to get yours and start using it to track 
your car’s mileage, maintenance and repairs. 
 Below, are a couple of pages from my own logbook.  

You can see that I record all my 
rides in the car, even the small 
trips around the neighborhood 
with the visiting grandkids.  I 
color entries green if they qualify 
for the Lucky 7 Award and I use 
orange to color the entries that 
qualify for the 13+ Award.  I note 

the dates and divide my entries by years (blue line) so I can report my mileage to Robert at the end 
of the year, in support of our club’s mileage goal.  The booklet also contains technical 
specifications as well as maintenance charts and checklists. 
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Itinerary for the Upcoming  
Eagle Mountain, Cedar Fort, Fairfield Tour 

11 October 2025 
from Paul Jerome (Activity Organizer) 

 
 
 

• Meet at Smiths in Saratoga Springs @ 9 a.m. (689 N. Redwood Road) 11 October 
o Located on Redwood Road (back/east side of parking lot – not gas station) 

• Joe’s Dugout (added Pony Express Station and Well site) 
o Drive to Hidden Hollow Elementary 7447 N. Hidden Valley Parkway in Eagle Mountain 

(park in the school parking lot) with actual site across the street and a little NE of the school 
• Petroglyphs 

o Drive to the LDS Church on 2011 Oquirrh Ranch Parkway in Eagle Mountain (right hand 
side of the road and corner of Pony Express Parkway and Oquirrh Ranch Parkway) – meet 
in the east parking lot of the church.   

o Once we are all there, we will drive the 0.2 miles to the site of the forthcoming Petroglyph 
Park (this segment is on the actual Pony Express Route) 

• Head to Cedar Fort (corner of Center Street and Church Street in Cedar Fort) 
o After the Petroglyphs, we will drive south past Cory Wride Memorial Park, Cedar Valley 

High School, Eagle Mountain City Hall, and then turn right on Pole Canyon Parkway with 
the Facebook Data Center, QTS Data Center and Google site in the distance to the south.  
Continue on Pole Canyon Parkway until reaching SR-73.  Turn right (north) on SR-73 and 
continue until Center Street in Cedar Fort.  Turn left (west) on Center Street. 

• Camp Floyd, Stagecoach Inn and Commissary/Museum 
o Head south from Cedar Fort on SR-73 to Main Street in Fairfield and turn left on Main 

Street.  The Stagecoach Inn and Commissary/Museum are only about a block or two off of 
SR-73 on Main Street.  There is limited Parking on the south side of the Inn but there is 
more on the east side of the inn and west and south sides of the Commissary/Museum. 

o There’s a $3 per person fee to tour the Commissary/Museum, Inn & Schoolhouse. 
• Lunch 

o We will eat lunch in the park adjacent to the Stagecoach Inn.  There is a picnic table and 
pavilion in the park but please bring camp chairs or blankets just in case. 

• Schoolhouse 
o The schoolhouse is just about one block east and one block north of the Commissary.  There 

is not much parking there and it is a residential area.  For those who want to tour the 
schoolhouse (which has been redone to be very period specific), it would be best to walk 
and leave your cars parked at Camp Floyd.  For those not able to walk that far, there will 
be parking enough for 5-6 cars. 
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Calendar of Birthdays, 
Activities & Holidays 

	

	
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming 2025/2026 MAFCA Events: 
 

National Awards Banquet – Alabama – December 3-6 
National Convention – Oregon – May 31 – June 7, 2026 

Wes Lynn 

	
Model T Day 

 

   Armed Forces Day 

Buster Hansen 
 

Day Trip to Fish 
Lake 

Connie Pope 
 
Lonni Jerome 

Eagle Mountain 
& Cedar Fort 
Club Tour 

Full Moon 

UVMAC Bd Mtg 
 

Columbus Day 
Model A Mail-
Truck Virtual 
Convention 

Karen Morrell 

Rex Tomlinson 
 

UVMAC Club Mtg 

Rodney Gardner 

Roger Davis 

Halloween 
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A Note on Authenticity 
By Roger Davis 

 

  Area 6 of the Restoration Guidelines and Judging Standards 
describes the ammeter on the dashboard.  This is an area where many different 
after-market ammeters have been manufactured—even from the Model T 
era.  It is very difficult to find an original ammeter.  I purchased several before 
I fully understood the authentic design and manufacture.  Then, I just got 
lucky and found one in a jar of ammeters that a fellow Model A enthusiast 
sent to me free of charge. 
  The first thing is the discharge-charge scale.  It should be 20-0-
20.  Many aftermarkets, especially if you’re running an alternator will have 
30-0-30.  While this is appropriate for an alternator, it is not authentic (but the 

alternator isn’t authentic either). 
 Next is the lettering and the face plate—these are the true 
determinants.  The lettering should not be white.  Per the Standard, page 6-2, 
“All lettering was bare “bright” aluminum or zinc (not white).”  My 
experience has been that this is almost impossible to determine from a 
photo—you have to see it with your own eyes.  The faceplate should not be 
paper—it was aluminum or zinc, painted, leaving the bare metal to create the 
letters.  In this photo (right) of my original, it is hard to determine in the photo 
that it is the bare “aluminum or zinc.” 

  Many after-market ammeters have a Ford script on 
them.  Per page 6-2 of the Standard, “The Ford script did not appear on any 
Model A era factory installed ammeter.”  The next photo (left) shows some 
examples of aftermarket ammeters that are NOT originals.  Note that I 
found a one new, never used, in a very old box--probably from the Model 
T era, but it is not authentic.  Many of these in the old ammeters/boxes were 
made in the Model T era and used 
as replacements in both the Model 

T and the Model A but are not original. 
 The bezel was bright nickel-plated brass with a 
raised bead next to the glass face.  The pointer came in 
two different styles (see right from the Standards for 

examples). 
 Finally, per page 6-2 of the 
Standard, “The inside of the case behind 
the pointer was satin black.”  See photos above to see how the inside of the case 
is black.  In the modern replacements, the two bright polished-brass rivets on the 

inside of the case are noticeable.  This is a dead giveaway that it is not authentic (see left).   
Be authentic! 
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Gwen’s Thistle Memories 
From the Scrapbook of the late Gwen Gerber Dockstader 

1932 – 2022 
	

 

	 	

Gwen Dockstader 
 

New Feature 
 

  This is a new 
feature of the Motometer.  
Each of the entries comes from 
the scrapbook kept by Evelyn 
“Gwen” Gerber Dockstader as 
she documented her life 
growing up in Thistle, Utah.  
Gwen was born in 1932 and 
passed away in 2022.  Gwen 
allowed me make a copy of her 
scrapbook when I visited her in 
November 2019.   Gwen made 
her own drawings and often 
wrote poems about her life. 
 
Editor 
	



 
 
 
 

Motometer 
	

	

21	

The	Utah	Valley	Model	A	Club,	1537	W.	Meadow	Lane,	Mapleton,	UT		|		utahvalleymodelaclub.org	|	look	for	us	on	Facebook	

	
 
 

Recipe of the Month 

Southern Egg Bread 
“Depression Era Recipes” by Patricia R. Wagner (1989) 

	
INGREDIENTS: 
 2 cups white corn meal 
 1 teaspoon salt 
 1 Tablespoon baking powder 
 3 eggs 
 1 Tablespoon fat, melted 
 1-1/2 cups milk 
 1 cup cold boiled rice 
 
DIRECTIONS: 
 1 – Sift together the corn meal, salt, and baking powder. 
 2 – Beat the eggs well and add to the corn meal. 
 3 – Add melted fat, milk, and rice to the mixture.  Beat thoroughly. 
 4 – Pour into a shallow, well-greased pan. 
 5 - Bake about half an hour in hot oven, about 425 degrees.  
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Model A Ford – Model of the Month 
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- New Feature - 

Do You Remember this 
Car Song? 

	

	

	
	

	
https://ia801603.us.archive.org/23/items/BillyMurray_part2/BillyMurray-InMyMerryOldsmobile_2.mp3	
	
	
	

	 It is estimated that there 
have been hundreds of songs 
written about automobiles 
before and since the time of the 
Model A.  This new monthly 
feature of the Motometer will 
highlight one of those songs 
along with a Hyperlink which 
you may use	 to	 listen	 and	
enjoy	the	song.	

	 The song featured in this edition 
of the Motometer is “In My Merry 
Oldsmobile”, written in 1905.  Click on 
the link below to enjoy this wonderful 
scratchy recording about young Johnnie 
Steele and his Oldsmobile.  If the link 
does not work, then simply cut-and-paste 
the link into the space provided.  If the 
video starts with an ad, you can skip the 
ad.   Included on the following page 
are the lyrics to the song so you can sing 
along, if you wish. 
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In My Merry Oldsmobile – 1905 
Words by Vincent Bryan, Music by Gus Edwards 

 
"Young Johnnie Steele has an Oldsmobile,  
He loves a dear little girl,  
She is the queen of his gas machine,  
she has his heart in a whirl.  
Now, When they go for a spin, you know,  
She tries to learn the auto, so 
He lets her steer while he gets her ear,  
And whispers soft and low; 
 
CHORUS 
Come away with me Lucille 
In my merry Oldsmobile, 
Down the road of life we'll fly 
Automo-bubbling you and I. 
To the church we'll swiftly seal, 
Then our wedding bells will peal, 
You can go as far as you like with me, 
In my merry Oldsmobile. 
(Repeat) 
 
They love to spark in the dark old park, 
As they go flying along, 
She says she knows why the motor goes; 
The sparker's awfully strong.  
Each day they spoon to the engine's tune, 
Their honeymoon will happen soon, 
He'll win Lucille with his Oldsmobile 
And then he'll fondly croon; 
 
CHORUS x2" 
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Period Fashion 
From MAFCA Restorer Magazine – September 2024 
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Model A Mail Truck 
Virtual Convention Coming Soon 

 

From Roger Davis 
 
 

Postal As will host a Model A Mail Truck Virtual Convention, 
 

Tuesday, Oct 14, 2025, 8:00 pm EDT (5:00 pm PDT). 
 

Join via Zoom at: https://us05web.zoom.us/j/87226593416. 
 

We’ll answer questions, share stories of our Mail Trucks, and review available resources. 
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Have Some Fun	 
Match the Part with its Name	

						  

 
Timing Gear 

 
 

Turn Signal Flasher 
 
 

Pressure Plate 
 
 

Valve Tappet 
 
 

Brake adjustment Wedge 
 
 

Cluster Gear 
 
 

Fuel Shut-Off Valve 
 
 

Throw-Out Hub 
 
 

Battery Support 
 
 

Crank Ratchet Nut 
 
 

Starter Bendix 
 
 

Gas Gauge Assembly 
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Out and About 
By Roger Davis 

 
 While searching for the buildings where the Davis automobiles were manufactured, I 
stumbled upon a Model T repair shop run by Mark Atkins in Richmond, Indiana.  He was working 
on this 1905 Ford Model C (see photo below).  It was really cool to see this rare piece of history. 
 
 
Editor’s Note: I also 
enjoyed looking at the 
car in this photo, with 
its clean white tires 
and wood spoked 
wheels, no front 
brakes, steering wheel 
on the right side, dual 
front leaf springs, and 
simple horn mounted 
on the steering 
column.  And I also 
liked seeing the drill 
press on the upper 
right corner of the 
photo with its multi-
stage twisted flat belt 
and its motor down 
near the floor.  I felt 
inspired to do some 
research on the pre-
Model T cars that 
were produced by 
Ford.  See the 
following article.	  
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Ford’s Automobile Alphabet 
By Jeff Niven - with photos and information taken from 

 https://serenewandering.com/2023/07/16/fords-alphabet-of-automobiles/ 
and numerous Wikipedia articles 

	  

 After reading Roger’s “Out and About” article, on the previous page of this Motometer, I 
started thinking about all the other letters of the alphabet that Henry Ford used to designate his 
various car models.  I had known that the Model A, that we celebrate in our club, was not the 
first to be called the Model A.  And in Roger’s article he showed a Model C.  But was there a 
Model B, in between, and if so, what did it look like?  Well sit tight, and take a look at what I 
was able to find using AI on the Internet about this interesting subject. 
 To start, we need to go to the Ford Piquette Avenue Plant on 461 Piquette Avenue in 
Detroit, Michigan, which Ford 
built and occupied from 1904 
until 1911, (shown in the 
photo below).  Here is where 
most of the action was after 
Ford’s initial start at the Mack 
Avenue plant where Ford built 
the first Model A from 1903 
until 1904.  Along the bottom 
of the photo you will see all 
the Ford Models that were 
produced at the Piquette 
Avenue Plant, which first 
included the Model B, then 
Model C, then Model F, then 
Model K, then Model N, then 
Models R and S and finally the 
initial production of the 
famous Model T (until 1911). 
 In 1911 Ford moved production of the Model T to their new factory in Highland Park.  
Then from 1927 until 1932, the Model A production took place in the giant River Rouge Complex.  
It is interesting to note that all of those facilities, listed below, are located within an hour from each 
other.  
  Mack Ave Plant - 1903 - 1904 - first Model A 
  Piquette Ave Plant - 1904 - 1910 - Models B, C, F, K, N, R, S, T (started) 
  Highland Park Plant - 1910 - 1927 - Model T (continued until end of production) 
  River Rouge Plant - 1927 - (still open) – Models A, B, etc. 
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 Let’s take a look at the automobiles associated with this alphabet of models, starting with 
the first Model A Ford.  Note that for some reason the letters D, G, H, I and J were not used.  The 
letter E may have been used for a delivery option based on the Model C chassis. 
 
Early Model A - (1903-1904) – Mack Avenue Plant 
 

 The 1903 Model A Ford was the first vehicle produced by the Ford Motor Company.  Like 

many other cars of the era, the fuel tank was 
higher than engine, to take advantage of gravity and eliminate the need for a fuel pump, but thus 
you had to remove the front seat to fill the fuel tank with gasoline.  It had two side mounted cowl 
lamps and one large center mounted headlamp.  A rear seat was optional and the steering wheel 
was positioned on the right side. 
 
Early Model B – (1904-1906) – Piquette Avenue Plant 
 

 Henry Ford was not “in charge” of the company at this time in the history of Ford Motor 
Company, and thus other, more profit hungry 
shareholders forced Henry to design the 
luxurious Model B, which had numerous 
shiny brass fixtures including radiator, and 
beautiful polished wood.  It also had a 4-
cylinder engine, rear hub brakes, and rear axle 
and drive-shaft design that became a standard 
feature until 1948.  Note that the steering 
wheel is still on the right side and the car had 
leaf springs on all 4 wheels.  It now had two 
cowl lights, and two large brass headlamps.  
Because of its $2000 price tag, it did not sell 
well, and was not in keeping with the vision 
that Henry had for his automobile company. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Motometer 
	

	

37	

The	Utah	Valley	Model	A	Club,	1537	W.	Meadow	Lane,	Mapleton,	UT		|		utahvalleymodelaclub.org	|	look	for	us	on	Facebook	

 

 
 
Model C – (1904-1905) – Piquette Avenue Plant 
 

 This is the same model that our club President, Roger Davis, showed in his “Out and 
About” article in this newsletter, except that these two examples have black tires and are painted 
red.  The Model C was produced as a lower priced model compared to the luxurious Model B, 
which continued to be available.  The Model C retained the same 10-hp, 2-cylinder opposed engine 
used on the Model A, as well as the roller chain drive.  The engine was still located under the seat 
but the fuel tank was moved under the hood.  A two-seater “Doctor’s Car” version of the Model C 
is shown on the right.  The steering wheel was still located on the right side of the car.  
 

Model F – (1905-1906) – Piquette Avenue Plant  
 

 The Model F resolved many of the issues found on the earlier cars.  It now had a 12-hp 
engine, although it was the last to use the flat 2-cylinder configuration.  It was also the last model 
to use roller chain to drive the rear wheels.  Henry added running boards to this model as well as 
oil lamps, and dual rear brakes.  He also changed the single bench seat to two bucket seats.  As 
you can see from these two photos, rear seats were available as an option.  The steering wheel 
was still located on the right side, and the engine remained under the seat.  The fuel tank was still 
located under the front hood. 
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Model K – (1906-1908) – Piquette Avenue Plant 
 
 The Model K replaced the Model B, as the more luxurious model that Ford produced at 
that time.  As such, it had an in-line 6-cylinder engine (the only Ford 6 until 1941), increasing the 
power to 40-hp.  Two body styles were available including both Touring (see photo below right) 
and Runabout (see photo below left).  It was a 
beautiful car with lots of polished brass and a big 
engine. 

	 Henry Ford’s personal vision for the 
company was to produce one single line of cars that were affordable and dependable, as he 
eventually did with the Model T, starting in late 1908.  Thus, even though the Model K was his 
own design, he did not care much for it, due to its high price of $2500 to $3000.  However, sales 
of the Model K did not support Henry’s vision, and in the first year that it was produced (1906) 
the profit from that single model represented 85% of Ford’s total profit for new cars.  And 
according to Ford’s own audit records (per Wikipedia) the following year (1907), this single model 
was the bestselling 6-cylinder model in the “entire world”.   
 Now, it is important to realize that there must have been some 
heated arguments behind the scenes over Henry Ford’s vision for the 
company and the multi-line business model promoted by other 
shareholders and most auto makers of that period.  We know this 
because Alexander Malcomson (right) who was one of Ford Motor 
Company’s founding partners, the majority shareholder and a promotor 
of the luxury line, left the company over the Model K.  Malcomson’s 
departure left Henry Ford as the majority shareholder and thus Henry 
Ford was then able to return the focus of the company back to affordable 
mass-produced vehicles.  This eventually led to the development of the 
Model T in 1908.   
 Another interesting note is that the Model K retained the location of the steering wheel on 
the right side of the car.  Apparently, this had been a point of contention within the company for 
nearly 10 years, and with Henry Ford’s position as majority shareholder, the Model T’s steering 
wheel was moved to the left side. 	 	

By	Cullen328	-	Own	work,	CC	BY-SA	3.0,	https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=51259499	
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Model N – (1906-1908) – Piquette Avenue Plant 
 

 In 1906, Ford Motor Company released 
the Model N, which reflected Henry Ford’s vision 
of a reliable and affordable automobile for the 
masses.  It was the first Ford car to be built using 
some level of mass production at the Piquette 
Avenue Plant.  The original price of the Model N 
was $500, which made it highly affordable.  
However, the story goes that Ford soon realized 
that it was costing him $490 to build each one and 
eventually he increased the price to $600.  
 The Model N was different than the earlier 
Fords in that it had its engine in the front of the 
car and drove the rear wheels via a long drive 
shaft.  The Model N also had a 15 hp flat-
head straight four-cylinder engine.  It was 
only available in the color of Maroon.    
 When Ford released the Model N, the 
resulting sales were off the charts and Ford’s 
Market Share in the United States rose to 
26.3%.  By 1907, their Market Share had 
increased to 37%.  Business was booming 
and in addition, Henry Ford had taken over 
as the President of Ford Motor Company, a 
position he would hold until 1919. 
 
Model R – (1907-1908) – Piquette Avenue Plant 
 

 The Model R Ford was not really a new model, but was basically a Model N with a higher 
“trim level” including a larger body, full fenders, running boards and oil lamps.  Initially it sold 
for $150 above the price of the Model N, but even at that price Ford had difficulty meeting the 
production demand.  It was offered during 1907 and 2500 were sold.  It was primarily Brewster 
Green or Carmine Red in color and had leather seats, brass fixtures, 30 inch tires, and an 8-gallon 
fuel tank.  It was available as a Roadster and a Runabout.  
 
Model S – (1907-1909) – Piquette Avenue Plant 	  

 Like the Model R, the Model S was built on the same chassis as the Model N and like the 
Model R, it was also available as a Roadster and a Runabout but included even more extras to 
justify its $750 price tag for the Roadster and $700 for the Runabout.  3790 Model S Roadsters 
were sold between 1908 and 1909, and were the last cars made before they ceased production to 
retool and prepare for the release of the famous Model T.   
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Model T – (1908-1927) – (Began at Piquette but moved to Highland Avenue Plant in 1910) 
 

 The Model T was the first Mass-Affordable Automobile.  It sold for $780 in 1910 but as 
production was improved, and Ford was able to produce one car every 3 minutes, the price got 
down to $290 in 1924.  Henry Ford’s vision for the Model T was simple.  He said: 
 

 “I will build a motor car for the great multitude. It will be large enough for the family, but 
small enough for the individual to run and care for. It will be constructed of the best materials, by 
the best men to be hired, after the simplest designs that modern engineering can devise. But it will 
be so low in price that no man making a good salary will be unable to own one – and enjoy with 
his family the blessing of hours of pleasure in God's great open spaces.”          Henry Ford 
 

 Henry was true to his word and the Model T became the most influential car of the 20th 
century, with over 15 Million of them sold between 1908 and 1927.  By 1918, over one-half of the 
automobiles in the United States were Model T’s! 
 Over the almost 20 years that they were produced by the Ford Motor Company, they 
changed little, they are often divided into 5 main variations as follows, the most noticeable 
difference being the design of the front hood, the fenders, the cowling and the location of the 
firewall: (You may notice the slow evolution towards the new Model A design for 1927)  

 
 
 
1909 to 1914 (This is a 1911 Touring model) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1915 to 1916 (This is a 1916 Touring model) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1917 to 1923 (This is a 1920 Touring Model) 
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1923 to 1925 (This is a 1924 Touring model) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1926 to 1927 (This is a 1926 Runabout model) 
 
 
 
 Production of the Model T began in the Piquette Avenue 

Plant, but they simply could not keep up in such a small location.  So, in 1910 they moved 
production to the new Highland Park plant, which was only minutes away, where they continued 
the remainder of production until they built the last car on May 26, 1927.  It just happened to be 
the 15th Millionth Model T Ford, shown below in this photo of Edsel Ford (driving) and Henry 
Ford (passenger).  In the photo, neither of them seem very happy about the end of the Model T 
production. 
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Model A – (1927-1931) – (Production primarily in the new Rouge River Plant) 
 

 In December 1927, Ford introduced the “New Ford 
Car”, which would replace the Model T.  Rather than 
continue with the alphabetic designation where he had left 
off, he started over, calling it the new Model A Ford.  
While production of the new car had already begun in 
October 1927, it was not officially introduced to the public 
until December 2, 1927 with this add that appeared in over 
2000 newspapers throughout the United States.  Production 
was primarily started in the new Rouge River Plant, but 
eventually was aided by production in other US plants as 
well as in numerous foreign countries. 
 The Model A included four wheel brakes, a more 
powerful engine, conventional controls, a sliding gear 
transmission, modern style manual clutch, safety glass and 
many other features. 
 At the end of production, nearly 5 million Model 
A’s had been produced. 
 
Model B – (1932-1934)   
  

 In 1932, Ford continued his alphabetic restart and began selling the new Model B Ford.  
The new Model B was	 “the 
first low-priced, mass-
marketed car to offer a V8 
engine, which was an 
important milestone in the 
American automotive 
industry.”  The term 1932 
Ford may refer to three 
models of automobiles 
produced by Ford Motor 
Company between 1932 and 
1934, including the Model B, 
the Model 18, and the Model 
40. (Wikipedia) This shows 
the beginning of Ford’s designation of car models using numbers instead of letters. 
 During the Depression, Ford stopped using the Alphabet to designate his car models and 
by 1937, Ford had switched to a numbering system.  Today most models are designated by a 
combination of letters, numbers and even names.  
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Model A Tow Trucks 
Taken from Volcano A’s Newsletter (Aug 2025) and The Good Old Days Facebook page 

 
 The 1928 Ford Model A Tow Truck represents a significant piece of automotive and 
industrial history. The Ford Model A, introduced in late 1927 as the successor to the iconic Model 
T, was a vast improvement in terms of design, performance, and features. Its robust chassis and 
reliable four-cylinder engine, which produced 40 
horsepower, made it an ideal platform for various 
applications beyond personal transportation, including 
commercial and utility vehicles. 
 In the era before factory-built tow trucks were 
commonplace, many garages and service stations would 
custom-build their own. The Model A’s sturdy frame 
and accessible design made it a popular choice for this 
conversion. Typically, a standard Model A pickup truck chassis would be fitted with a hand-
cranked winch and a simple boom crane mounted on the rear. This setup, while primitive by 
today’s standards, was revolutionary for its time, allowing for the recovery of disabled vehicles 
with a level of efficiency previously unheard of. 
 It was also possible to purchase a pre-made auto-crane that could be fit in the bed of a 
Model A Pick-Up Truck as shown in this diagram (below left) of a Weaver Auto Crane, which 
was one of the more popular pre-made winches of the time. 

 These early tow trucks 
were essential for the growing 
automotive culture of the late 
1920s and 1930s. As more 
people owned cars and as road 
networks expanded, the need 
for roadside assistance grew. 
The 1928 Model A tow truck 
was a common sight, helping 
stranded motorists and moving 
damaged vehicles from accident 
scenes. Its simple, durable 
design meant it could withstand 
the rigors of heavy use, and its 
relatively low cost made it an accessible tool for small business 
owners and mechanics.  

 The illustration (above-right) shows that the Weaver Auto Crane company provided repair 
parts for their cranes, making it even more affordable for the owners of automobile repair shows 
and mechanics to provide towing service. 
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Bratton’s Antique Auto Parts  
Is Closing Its Doors 

 

 In the Mid 1990’s my good friend John gave me and my 
father a ride is his beautifully restored Model A Roadster.  I knew 

that my dad had been a big Model A 
fan as a teenager, so he rode in the 
front seat next to John.  I had the 
privilege of riding in the rumble seat.  
It was a ride that changed my life.  As 
a result of my continued interest, John 
gave me his copy of his well-worn 1996 edition of the Bratton’s 
Antique Auto Parts catalog with its black and white illustrations and 
their hand-drawn appearance.  John and my father have long since 
passed away, but my love for the Model A Ford has stayed with me. 
  Fast forward to this morning when I received some sad news 
from MAFCA.  I have copied the letter from Jeff Kichline at Bratton 
below: 

 
 

  I wanted to reach out to the community at large and share some sad news.  After 
almost 50 years in the business, Bratton’s Antique Auto Parts has decided to close their retail 
operations.  There were multiple factors involved in making this decision and I will take some time 
below to outline them. 
 1) We have lost the lease on our building at 1606 Back Acre Circle.  The current owners of 
the building received an unsolicited offer on the building that was too good to pass up.  The new 
owner’s take possession of the property at the end of October.  Bratton has tried to extend the lease 
with the new owner’s but they need the property for their own business.  They have offered us an 
option to lease back the building until December 31, 2025.  Debbie and I have been looking for a 
property to move the business to for several months, but we have not been able to find a suitable 
property. 
 2) Since the end of COVID, we have seen a substantial decline in revenue and a massive 
increase in overhead expenses (insurance, taxes, utilities…).  Both of these situations caused us to 
let all of our remaining employees go, back in July of 2024. Debbie and I have been doing 
everything here with just the two of us since then.  We have decided that we need to rebalance our 
lives 50-60 hours over 5-6 days a week working just does not allow any time to go out and enjoy 
our lives.  If anything, we have all learned since COVID is that life is too short and we need to 
make the best of everyday 
. 3) With the reduction in staff, it is all Debbie and I can do to just keep basic parts in stock, 
and process the orders.  Debbie and I just cannot give our customer the quality of service that 
Bratton’s has been known for since the mid 1970’s, and that is not how we want the business to be 
run. 
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 4) By closing our retail operations, it will allow us the time and energy to focus on 
making the high- quality parts that we have always provided to the hobby.  The parts that 
Bratton’s has made will continue to be made through a new company and will only be sold  
through our network of dealers. 
 We have spent the past couple of months quietly shopping Bratton’s around to various 
buyers who we felt had the capital needed to continue the production of the parts.  Unfortunately, 
we have been unable to reach a suitable agreement with any potential buyers.  We did this quietly 
because we did not want to cause any undue stress or panic to the hobby, or the other vendors 
selling Model A parts.  Going forward we will begin the liquidation process for the retail 
inventory.  Starting in the next couple of days and weeks you will notice the following things. 
 1) As we sell out of parts, we will no longer be re-ordering them, so what is on the shelf is 
what is on the shelf, and when the bin box is empty, it is empty. 
 2) We will begin to reduce the prices on our retail inventory.  These reductions will be 
shown in our website and we will be offering across the board discounts on the prices listed on 
the website. 
 3) We ask that if you have a gift certificate stashed away that they be used by the end of 
October 2025.  After that, they will no longer be valid. 
 4) We have removed all drop ship items from our website and catalog.  This was done out 
of respect for our vendors.  We do not want to cause any additional burden or stress on them, but 
offering their products at a much lower price than 
they are selling them at. 
 This decision has been months in the 
making, Debbie, and I feel it is the best for us as 
well as the hobby in general.  Between the two of 
us, we have been in the business for over 55 years 
collectively.  In those years, we have made many 
friends that we now consider as family. Debbie and 
I have many fond memories of our children running 
around the shop, and the journey’s we took all over 
the country in our Model A. This business and the 
hobby in general has given us way more than we 
ever expected or deserved.  We have been truly 
blessed by our time in the business.  We offer our 
sincere thanks and gratitude to our customers and 
friends for the past 50 years of support.  
Jeff Kichline 
Bratton’s Antique Auto Parts 
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Back in Time – UPS 
By Jeff Niven 

 

	 One day, while I was working on the loading dock of our company in California, a Fed Ex 
delivery person sauntered in to deliver a package.  I asked him why he walked slowly, while the 
UPS guys “ran”.  His truthful answer startled me, but it made perfect sense. 
 “We get paid by the hour, but UPS guys get paid by the number of parcels they deliver,” 
he explained, before walking more quickly back to his truck. 
 Here is what I recently learned about UPS on Wikipedia: 
 
 United Parcel Service, Inc. (UPS) is an American multinational shipping & receiving and 
supply chain management company founded 
in 1907 by James E. Casey and Claude Ryan, 
capitalized with $100 in debt. Originally 
known as the American Messenger 
Company specializing in telegraphs, UPS has 
expanded to become a Fortune 500 company 
and one of the world's largest shipping 
couriers.  Most deliveries in the beginning 
were made on foot and bicycles were used for 
longer trips.  In 1913, the company acquired a 
Model T Ford as its first delivery vehicle.  
Later they acquired more Model T’s and then Model A’s.  UPS today is primarily known for its 
ground shipping services as well as the UPS Store, a retail chain which assists UPS shipments and 
provides tools for small businesses. UPS offers air shipping on an overnight or two-day basis and 
delivers to post office boxes through UPS Mail Innovations and UPS SurePost.  

 UPS is the largest courier company in 
the world by revenue, with annual 
revenues around US$85 billion in 2020, 
ahead of competitors DHL and FedEx.  
UPS's main international hub, UPS 
Worldport in Louisville, Kentucky, is the 
fifth busiest airport in the world by cargo 
traffic based on preliminary statistics from 
ACI, and the third busiest in the U.S. The 
company is one of the largest private 
employers in the United States.  As of 
2023, UPS is third in U.S. parcel volumes 
shipped since 2015, trailing the United 
States Postal Service and Amazon. 
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Report on Jamestown Car Show 
13 September 2025 

 

 We had a good turnout for the Jamestown Car Show on Saturday.  
The weather was cloudy, which kept the temperatures down, but towards 
the end of the evening, we got a little bit of rain. 
 We had 7 cars and 11 club members in attendance and showed our 
cars to hundreds of interested spectators of all ages.  There was also a 
BBQ with hotdogs and hamburgers with all the fixings.  In memory of the 
late Gail Halvorsen (The Candy Bomber) a helicopter flew overhead and 
dropped small parachutes with candy for the kids.  Later, there was a raffle 
with lots of interesting gifts.  Bill Thompson won Best of Show for his 
car.  Congratulations, Bill!  Thanks to everyone who participated! 
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	Stuck in the Mud – A common hazard during early 20th Century Motoring 
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US Interstate Highway System 
What Do the Numbers Mean? 

By Jeff Niven 
 

 During the presidency of Dwight D. Eisenhower, the United 
States passed the Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1956, also known as 
the National Interstate and Defense Highways Act, which established 
and funded the Interstate Highway System in the U.S., authorizing the 
construction of 41,000 miles of high-speed, limited-access roads. 
Signed by President Dwight D. Eisenhower, the act created the 
Highway Trust Fund, which used taxes on fuel and other vehicle 
products to cover 90% of the system's costs. The act was inspired by 
Eisenhower's WWII experience with Germany's Autobahn and served 
as a monumental public works project, profoundly changing American 
commerce, travel, and infrastructure. (Wikipedia) 
 Until recently, I never gave much thought to how the highways were numbered and what 
those numbers meant.  Here is what I learned.  With rare exceptions, the system uses two-digit 

numbers that end in “0” where even numbers are used for 
highways that run east and west, and odd numbers that 
end in “5” for highways that run north and south.  In most 
cases the numbers increase from west to east and from 
south to north, as you can see from the illustration on the 
left.  The numbers 50 and 60 were not used as there were 
already federal highways with those numbers and they did 
not wish to create confusion.  (Note: In the diagram, they 
failed to label Highway 65, which runs from Mobile, 
Alabama to Gary, Indiana.)  The exception, mentioned 
above, is Highway 5 in California which only has a 
single-digit designation, but you might assume they could 
have added a zero in front of the 5 to create a two-digit 
number. 

  For auxiliary highways that branch off of an Interstate Highway, the system uses 
three-digit numbers with an odd or even number proceeding the number of the parent highway 
from which the auxiliary highway originates.  For example, Highway 495, indicates an auxiliary 
highway branching off of Interstate Highway 95.  Furthermore, if the leading digit is even it 
indicates that the branch will loop back and reconnect with the parent highway.  If the leading digit 
for an auxiliary highway is an odd number it signifies that the road is a “spur” and will not 
reconnect.  A good example of this is Highway 215 in Salt Lake City, which is a branch off of 
Highway 15 and connects with its parent highway at both ends.         Happy Motoring 
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Letters to the Editor 
 
Dear Editor, 
 First of all, thank you for your club’s most outstanding newsletter; The Motometer.  I can 
hardly wait for each monthly edition.  I especially enjoy the new feature; Gwen’s Thistle 
Memories. 
 In the September 2025 edition of the Motometer, from Gwen’s memories of her Grandma’s 
Kitchen, she recalled her “Grandma bringing crisp hot cracklings from the oven, when a pig had 
been slaughtered.”  Can you please tell me what are “cracklings”.  I had never heard the term.  
Thank you, 
Sincerely, 
Hungry from California 
 
 
Dear Hungry, 
 Thank you for your kind words about the UVMAC’s Motometer.  To answer your specific 
question, I think this explanation from Wikipedia may provide the best answer. 
 

	 Cracklings are the solid material that remains after rendering animal fat and skin to 
produce lard, tallow, or schmaltz, or as the result of roasting meat. It is often eaten as a snack food 
or made into animal feed. It is also used in cooking. 
 Cracklings are most commonly made from pork, goose, and chicken, but are also made 
from other poultry and from beef, lamb and mutton. 
 In French cuisine, cracklings (grillons, grattons, gratterons, frittons) may be made from 
pork, goose, duck or turkey. These are salted while hot and eaten as an hors-d'œuvre, especially 
in the southwest.  Duck 'frittons' are said to 
come originally from Burgundy. 
 Pig skin made into cracklings are a 
popular ingredient worldwide: in the British, 
Central European, Danish, Quebecois (oreilles 
de crisse), Latin American and Spanish 
(chicharrones), East Asian, Southeast Asian, 
Southern United States, and Cajun (grattons) 
cuisines. They are often eaten as snacks. In 
Hungary, they are popular as a breakfast or 
dinner food. 
 

Hope that explanation answers your question. 
Sincerely, 
Editor 
UVMAC Motometer 
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