
 
Chapter Meeting!!

Sandy’s Country Junction

Monday, February 9th
7:30 PM

(Board Meeting @ 6:30 PM)

  Please bring a Door Prize
if your last name starts with  I - Z

Refreshments provided by
Gabe & Hope Vasquez
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The Good Ol’ Days — 
A 20¢ Bowl of Chile brought to your Car 

followed by a 90¢ Brake Adjustment

In 1932, Carpenter’s Drive-in Restaurant, located at the bustling intersection of 
Sunset and Vine in Hollywood, California, epitomized the charm and allure of early 
20th-century dining culture. This iconic establishment was situated in one of 
Hollywood’s most famous and vibrant neighborhoods, known for its connection to 
the entertainment industry and its role as a central hub of social activity.

Carpenter’s Drive-in was a notable example of the drive-in dining trend that 
gained popularity in the 1930s. As cars became more common and the culture of 
automobile ownership expanded, drive-in restaurants offered a novel and 
convenient dining experience. Patrons could enjoy a meal without leaving their 
vehicles, reflecting the era’s fascination with automobiles and the growing 
emphasis on mobility and convenience.

—Old Light Society Publication, September 30, 2024

February 
Valentine Brunch 

Treat your special valentine 
to a nice brunch 

Saturday 
February 14th 

10 AM !! 

Red Caboose Cafe 
5054 N Academy Ave 

(Shaw & Academy) 

Your Hosts: 

Brent & Mary Richardson 

Questions? 559-907-0993

Dear	Club	Members,	

I	want	to	thank	everyone	who	
showed	up	for	the	Past	Presidents	
Breakfast.	The	turnout	was	
remarkable,	and	it	was	great	to	see	

many	of	the	presidents	who	turned	out	for	the	celebraAons.	

We	have	been	invited	to	celebrate	Cornerstone	Church's	100th	
anniversary	by	showcasing	our	Model	A	cars!		The	celebraAon	will	feature	a	
special	moment	where	our	city's	mayor	will	illuminate	the	marquee	in	front	
of	the	old	Wilson	theatre.	I	hope	to	see	strong	parAcipaAon	from	our	club	
members	on	Wednesday	February	4th	from	6	-	7:15pm.	Phone	me	at	
559-824-0466	if	you	would	like	to	parAcipate.	More	details	on	page	4.	

Let’s	keep	the	momentum	going	with	our	upcoming	ValenAnes	Day	
brunch.	Your	ideas	and	energy	are	what	drive	us	forward,	so	please	reach	
out	with	any	tour	plans	or	suggesAons.	

		Warm	Regards,															Bill Cooper

Sierra Chapter
President’s Corner

by Bill Cooper

2026 Membership Directory 
and Membership Cards 

Will be Distributed at the February 
Meeting! 

Save the Club some postage! 
Come pick up your Directory, or 

ask an attending member to
pick it up for you. Thanks!

	

Post	Office	Box	1312	
Clovis,	CA	93613	

2026 
Membership	
Directory	

and	

Chapter	Bylaws	In the Beginning 
By	Marcile	Clark,	Chapter	Historian	

May,	1980	

One	Sunday	afternoon	in	early	March,	1962,	Parker	Gillespie	invited	eight	
men	to	his	home.	They	were	Bill	&	Gary	Hill,	Cal	Clark	Sr.,	Cal	Clark	Jr.,	Gerry	
McNearney,	Anthony	Ochinero,	Claude	Stroup,	and	Paul	Crabb.	 	These	nine	
men	 got	 their	 heads	 together	 and	 formed	 a	 Model	 A	 Ford	 Club	 for	 Fresno.		
Parker	was	elected	as	the	club’s	first	president.	
They	 made	 a	 few	 rules	 and	 sent	 a	 letter	 to	 the	 Model	 A	 Ford	 Club	 of	

America	 asking	 permission	 to	 form	 a	 MAFCA	 Chapter	 in	 Fresno.	 Permission	
was	 given	 and	 the	Model	 A	 Ford	 Club	 of	 America’s	Sierra	 Chapter	 of	 Fresno	
was	granted	a	Charter	in	March	of	1962.		
The	 Sierra	Chapter’s	 first	Model	A	 tour	 occurred	 in	April,	 1962	when	 the	

club	traveled	to	Bass	Lake	for	a	picnic	and	some	“tree	climbing”.	
Then	came	our	first	national	meet	when	we	traveled	to	San	Francisco	where	

the	MAFCA	National	Meet	 was	 held	 on	 June	 29	 -	 July	 1,	 1962.	 	We	were	 all	
excited	to	be	attending	this	big	national	event	where	25	Model	A’s	had	driven	
all	the	way	from	the	East	Coast	to	San	Francisco.		What	a	time	we	had,	seeing	all	
of	those	Model	A’s	in	one	place!		We	marveled	at	this	huge	gathering,	as	our	club	
was	only	three	months	old	at	the	time!	The	Sierra	Chapter	had	seven	Model	A’s	
in	attendance.	Our	cars	did	not	win	any	trophies,	but	we	sure	had	a	great	time!	

By	 September,	 1963,	 our	 chapter	 had	 grown	 to	 30	 members	 and	 had	
become	 much	 more	 interesting	 and	 fun-loving.	 	 As	 you	 can	 see,	 the	 Sierra	
Chapter	has	always	been	an	active	and	fun-seeking	club.	

Sierra Chapter 
Model A Ford Club of America 

 

Since 1962 

1931 Model A Ford Convertible Sedan 400-A 
As the original Ford Model A production was nearing completion, Ford announced a special Convertible 
Sedan model in the Deluxe line on May 22nd, 1931. The newly announced model would be called the A400 
and showcased a very unique set of attributes to appeal to the customers wanting an attractive upscale 
sedan that combines the open top convertible with closed car comforts! This included full framed doors and 
rear quarter windows with glass that could be rolled up and down, and a convertible top that lowered quickly 
and folded flat at the rear. This structure provided a far more rigid body that helps eliminate typical squeaks 
and rattles of the Deluxe Roadster.	

?

2026 Directory Contest!
Guess the 2026 Directory cover color and which 

Model A body style is on the cover for prizes! 
See the contest form on page 5.
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Sunshine Report 
from 

Nadine Lowe

Please keep our fellow Members in your thoughts 
as they heal or grieve. 

- Judy Hulstrom is now in hospice care and is in the Lord’s hands. She 
feels peace with each step that she is taking. Her daughter is helping 
John with her care. Judy was so happy that she was able to make it to 
the Past President’s Breakfast and see some of her old friends. Please 
keep her family in your prayers.

Please notify Nadine of any Sunshine needs.
559-227-6423.   hi-low7@pacbell.net

Judy	Hulstrom	is	presented	the	2025	MAFCA	Service	Award	on	behalf	of	MAFCA	by	
Sierra	Chapter	board	member	Tom	Dodd.	This	presAgious	award	provides	naAonal	
recogniAon	to	individuals	within	a	chapter	who	have	demonstrated	a	conAnuing	and	
selfless	service	to	others	in	the	Model	A	hobby.	Judy	was	able	to	accept	the	award	at	
the	January’s	club	breakfast	

Judy	was	nominated	by	Sierra	Chapter	because	of	her	service	to	and	strong	
parAcipaAon	in	the	club’s	acAviAes	over	the	years.	She	served	as	chapter	president	for	
two	years,	was	instrumental	in	ge[ng	the	club	interested	in	era	clothing,	and	helped	
revive	the	Ladies	Luncheon	tradiAon.	And,	with	her	husband	John,	she	a\ended	
virtually	all	chapter,	CCRG,	and	even	some	naAonal	Model	A	events	unAl	her	declining	
health	slowed	her	down.

Are you thinking about hosting a Monthly Tour 
But don’t know how or to where? 

Contact VP Virginia Diffey (559-304-8054)!!
She has some ideas for destinations and can help you with the logistics.

Hardly a 
  Driver

   Is now 
   Alive

  
 Who Passed 
   on Hills

  

  Doing 75

mailto:hi-low7@pacbell.net
mailto:hi-low7@pacbell.net
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Please Volunteer for the Open Events! 

Month            Breakfast                 Tour                          Refreshments                  Other            Raffle
Jan:            Todd Riley                       Volunteer Needed                    Jim & Peggy Riley                                                    A - H
Feb:       Brent Richardson                Volunteer Needed               Gabe & Hope Vasquez                             I - Z
March:      Bill & Mary Cooper          Volunteer Needed          Cecil Spurlock/Kay Hamilton                                      A - H
April:   Gabe & Hope Vasquez    Coopers: Rodeo Parade      Bob Sharp                     CCRG, Bakersfield          I - Z

    April 29 - May 2
May:     Chuck & Colette Kallas          Randy & Lisa Smith             Mike & Lily Gouff                                               A - H
June:  Larry & Karen Elmore             Jim & Peggy Riley                Charldene & Joe Cluff                                             I - Z

 July:                Tom Dodd         Volunteer Needed                  Mel & Jan Smith                                           A - H
Aug:       Raul & Susan Romo              Volunteer Needed              Marla & Dave Ekstrom                              I - Z
Sept:             Bob Sharp               Diffey’s: Caruthers Parade        Charldene & Joe Cluff                                           A - H
Oct:          John Fermanian              Todd Riley/Bob Sharp             Todd & Irene Riley                                   I - Z
Nov:   Charles & Virginia Diffey    Chuck & Colette Kallas           Charles & Virginia Diffey                                           A - H
Dec:            (no Breakfast)              Clovis Light Paraded          (no meeting)                Christmas Banquet        none

Jan ’27:        Past President                   Volunteer Needed                  Volunteer Needed                              A - H

Volunteers are also needed to Chair the following special Events! Dates are Negotiable! 

 1) Ladies Luncheon    2) Christmas Banquet    3) Ice Cream Social

Help the club by 
volunteering to host these 

monthly activities.
Contact VP Virginia Diffey

to reserve an event.
559-304-8054 or 

vcdiffey@yahoo.com
Remember— no activities, 

no club!

February 2026
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

print-a-calendar.com

 Chapter 
    Meeting 
Sandy’s  7:30 PM

Door Prizes:  I - Z

Valentine
   Brunch
Red Caboose 
   Cafe 
     10:00 AM 
      See pg 1

Cornerstone 
Church 100th 
Celebration

      5:00 PM 

      See pg 4

mailto:vcdiffey@yahoo.com
mailto:vcdiffey@yahoo.com
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*	The	regular	meeAng	of	the	Sierra	Chapter	of	MAFCA	was	called	to	
order	by	President	Bill	Cooper	at	7:34	pm.	Bill	welcomed	everyone.			

*	Todd	Riley	led	us	in	the	flag	salute.	

*	Raul	and	Susan	Romo	were	at	the	meeAng	tonight.		Todd	Riley	
thanked	them	for	the	donaAon	to	the	Christmas	Banquet.		Tonight	
was	Jolinda	Downer’s	first	meeAng.			

*	The	minutes	from	the	November	meeAng	were	published	in	the	
December	Flying	Quail.	The	November	minutes	were	accepted	as	
published.	

*	Dave	Ekstrom	gave	the	treasurer	reports	for	November	and	
December.		The	club	has	money	in	the	bank.	

*	Virginia	Diffey	reported	that	there	were	no	tour	signups	for	the	
months	of	January,	February,	March,	June,	July,	August	and	
November.			

*	January’s	breakfast	will	be	the	tradiAonal	Past	President’s	
Breakfast	hosted	by	Todd	Riley.		The	breakfast	will	be	at	The	Waffle	
Place	on	Cedar	on	Saturday,	January	17,	2026	at	8:00	a.m.	

*	Tip	of	the	Month:	Chuck	Kallas	talked	about	the	breakdown	of	the	
cork	materials	caused	by	the	ethanol	in	our	fuels,	and	a	modern	
material	available	for	our	gas	gauge	float	and	glass	lens	gaskets	that	
is	resistant	to	todays	ethanol	gasoline.	

*	There	was	no	Sunshine	Report.		Thoughts	and	prayers	to	those	
who	wish	not	to	be	reported.			

*	CCRG	Report:	The	CCRG	Jamboree	will	be	held	in	Bakersfield	the	
weekend	of	April	30th	-May	2nd,	2026.		RegistraAon	packet	should	be	
out	soon.	
	 The	CCRG	Grand	Tour	will	be	held	in	Mariposa	this	fall.	

	 The	NCRG	Round-up	will	be	held	the	end	of	May,	2026	 	

*	Tom	Dodd	announced	that	there	will	be	a	Directory	Contest	again	
this	year.		Guess	the	color	of	the	2026	Directory	Cover	and	win	
$10.00.		Guess	the	Body	Style	of	the	Model	A	on	the	Directory	Cover	
and	win	$10.00.		Deadline	to	enter	the	contest	is	February	4,	2026.	

*	CONGRATULATIONS	TO	TOM	DODD!		Tom	won	the	MAFCA	
Newsle\er	Award.		Tom	has	been	the	editor	of	the	Flying	Quail	for	8	
years	and	won	this	award	4	Ames.		The	Club	appreciates	the	great	
job	he	does!!!	

*		John	Fermanian	suggested	and	made	a	moAon	for	the	club	to	
purchase	a	new	microphone	system.		Cecil	Spurlock	seconded	the	
moAon.		Cecil	to	present	esAmates	at	the	next	meeAng.			

*		John	Fermanian	also	announced	that	“Car	show	season	is	upon	
us”.		If	interested	in	any	of	the	car	shows	coming	up,	contact	John.			

*	The	winners	of	the	club’s	membership	drawing	were	not	present.		
Next	month’s	drawing	will	be	for	$10.00	

*	Bill	Cooper	thanked	Jim	and	Peggy	Riley	for	bringing	refreshments	
tonight.	

*	Bill	Cooper	adjourned	the	meeAng	at	8:20pm.					

*	Bob	Sharp	presented	the	raffle	this	evening.	

Minutes for the January, 2026 General Meeting
Respectfully Submitted by Secretary Mary Cooper

  Past Presidents’ Breakfast 
Despite the heavy fog, Saturday, January 17 saw a great turnout 

for the January Breakfast with approximately 28 members 
attending.


Traditionally, the club’s January breakfast is hosted by the 
immediate past president to honor all of the Chapter’s former 
presidents. This year’s Past President Todd Riley made the effort to 
personally contact the living former presidents or their spouses. He 
also fabricated a great poster listing all of the club’s former leaders 
since its inception in 1962.


The event was held at The Waffle Place at Cedar and Herndon, 
formerly BJ’s Kountry Kitchen.


—Pictures thanks to John Fermanian and Todd Riley

Former Sierra Chapter Presidents( l-r): Brad Richter (1996 & 2003); Judy 
Hulstrom (2018-19); John Hulstrom (2012); Chuck Kallas (2005-06, & 
2020-22); Tom Dodd (2010-11); Todd Riley (2023-2025); Nadine Lowe for 
her late husband Gordon (2002, 2009 & 2015), Jim Riley (1976-77, 1986 
& 2014); and Dorothy Piccirilli for her late husband Russell (1994).

Sierra	Chapter	has	been	
asked	by	Cornerstone	
Church	(formerly	the	
Wilson	Theater	in	
downtown	Fresno)	to	
display	our	Model	A's	as	
historical	ambiance	for	the	
cerebraAon	of	their	100th	
anniversary.	The	address	is	
1463	Fulton	Street.	

This	is	going	to	be	a	public	event	on	Wednesday,	February	4th.	The	
street	will	be	closed	off	in	front	of	the	theater.		The	mayor	will	a\end	to	
light	up	the	marquee.	There	will	be	a	free	movie.	The	street	will	be	blocked	
off	at	3:00	PM	with	the	marquee	light-up	and	speeches	between	6:00	and	
7:15	PM.	Aler	7:15,	all	will	be	invited	to	go	inside	and	see	the	free	movie.	
They	plan	to	have	food	booths	and	displays	in	the	street.	

If	you	are	interested	in	parAcipaAng,	please	contact	president	Bill	Cooper	
(559-824-0466)	for	further	details	and	to	possibly	coordinate	caravanning	
to	the	locaAon.	

Be	advised	that,	since	no	one	has	yet	volunteered	to	host	a	February	
Tour,	this	event	might	subsAtute	for	it.

Come Join the Party!
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Bakersfield Model A Club    
CCRG Jamboree Entry Form 

May 1-2, 2026 
 

Name:______________________________________________ 
Spouse/Additional Adult:___________________________________________________ 
Address:________________________________________________________________ 
City:__________________________State: ______  Zip:__________________________ 
Email: ________________________________Chapter Name______________________ 
Phone (Cell Preferred)  (       )________________#2 Cell Phone  (      )_______________ 
Emergency Contact Name___________________________ Phone  (      )____________ 
Driving to Jamboree?   (Y)    (N)   One way distance _____    Trailer Parking? (Y)    (N) 
 
                                                                                                                        
Registration Fee per family – Deadline April 5 …………………...
   
Registration fee after April 6th  with no refunds after this date…. ….
  
Thursday April 30th 
Registration / Raffle/ Hospitality Room Open   3pm – 8pm 
Dinner on your own.  Restaurant suggestions attached 
 
Friday  May 1st   Stramler Park   9am -9pm 
Hospitality Room Open   8am – 9pm 
Ladies Crafts = Diamond Dots –incl. kit and supplies-10am….             
Men’s Seminar – Honk Your Horn 10am………………………..                                          
Carnival Opens and Car Games Begin 10am ………………… 
       
 * Win a ticket each time you play. The more you play… 
          the more chances to win! 
Hubley Races……………………………………………………………... 
Kern County Museum open for walking tour (Donations at the Door) 
CCRG BBQ with gourmet hamburgers, hot dogs, brats, chili ……….. 
& all the fixins!                
Tap your toes and shake a leg cuz entertainment is provided 
            by the Kern River Brass Band 
Prize Drawings for carnival events and 50/50 cash will be after dinner. 

  

                    Qty    $ Total 
$100.00       ___     _____ 
 
$125.00      ___     _____ 
  

                Qty    $ Total 
$15.00     ___     _____ 
  Free       ___      
  Free       ___      

                 

                   Qty     

    Free       ___      
      
    Free       ___      

Registration # 

For a Registran Packet
Contact: Linda Jackson:  snickers@atginternet.com

MAFCA Recognizes Sierra Chapter’s Flying 
Quail as one of its Top Ten Newsletters 

Quail newsletter editor Tom Dodd 
displays his Newsletter of Merit certificate, 
one of only ten newsletter awards 
presented by the Model A Ford Club of 
America this year.

“I want to congratulate you for doing a 
great job and winning recognition from 
MAFCA,” wrote 2025 MAFCA Chapter 
Coordinator Doug Linden. “You should 
be proud of managing one of the best 
newsletters in the Model A hobby.”  

There are nearly 250 MAFCA chapters.

Download info & Registration Packet at:
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/

692943512a65625fb19c701f/t/
69503735b11dc41e6cdc31d7/1766864693901/

Registration+Form+2025+Word+Version+121925.pdf

A	106-year-old	cowboy	in	Texas	recently	passed	
away.	He	was	asked	his	secret	to	longevity	on	his	
previous	birthday.		

He	told	them	that,	for	the	past	50	years,	he	had	sprinkled	a	liLle	
gunpowder	on	his	cereal	each	morning.		

He	leM	behind	8	children,	21	grandchildren,	32	great	grandchildren	
and	a	15-foot	hole	in	the	crematorium.		

-	Bob	Davies,	Script	“A”	News

mailto:snickers@atginternet.com
mailto:snickers@atginternet.com
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/692943512a65625fb19c701f/t/69503735b11dc41e6cdc31d7/1766864693901/Registration+Form+2025+Word+Version+121925.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/692943512a65625fb19c701f/t/69503735b11dc41e6cdc31d7/1766864693901/Registration+Form+2025+Word+Version+121925.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/692943512a65625fb19c701f/t/69503735b11dc41e6cdc31d7/1766864693901/Registration+Form+2025+Word+Version+121925.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/692943512a65625fb19c701f/t/69503735b11dc41e6cdc31d7/1766864693901/Registration+Form+2025+Word+Version+121925.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/692943512a65625fb19c701f/t/69503735b11dc41e6cdc31d7/1766864693901/Registration+Form+2025+Word+Version+121925.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/692943512a65625fb19c701f/t/69503735b11dc41e6cdc31d7/1766864693901/Registration+Form+2025+Word+Version+121925.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/692943512a65625fb19c701f/t/69503735b11dc41e6cdc31d7/1766864693901/Registration+Form+2025+Word+Version+121925.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/692943512a65625fb19c701f/t/69503735b11dc41e6cdc31d7/1766864693901/Registration+Form+2025+Word+Version+121925.pdf
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MAFCA Puzzle
Can you find ten differences in the two pictures below?

(Answers are on page 7)
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This classic picture was taken in February, 1939 of U.S. 99 in Kern County  
a few miles out of Bakersfield headed south, possibly the base of the 
Grapevine. You can see the split north/south lanes in the background.

Help with adjusting carburetor float 
position accurately.

Call: Dave Ekstrom  559-779-1213

1. Lug nut missing on left rear wheel
2. New bush at top of hill
3. MAFCA Decal next to roll of wire
4. More wood in the wood pile.
5. Bush below back wreck missing

 6. Bracket on side of AA changed
 7. Rib on back of cab missing
 8. Rotted spot on left rear tire gone.
 9. Wheelbarrow missing.
10. House roof missing object on it

Answers for MAFCA Puzzle on page 6
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The Flying Quail
Sierra Chapter,
Model A Ford Club of America
℅ Tom Dodd
4146 W Fremont Avenue
Fresno, CA 93722


