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Chapter Meeting!!
Sandy’s Country Junction

Monday, January 12th
7:30 PM

(Board Meeting @ 6:30 PM)

  Please bring a Door Prize
if your last name starts with  A- H

Refreshments provided by
Jim & Peggy Riley

It’s Activity 
Sign-Up Time!! 

 We need volunteers to host our 

Breakfasts,  Tours and 
Meeting Refreshments! 

Sign up at the Meeting, or… 

Reserve your 
Preferred Dates Now! 

See the Calendar on page 3 
Contact  VP Virginia Diffey 

559-304-8054

 Remember: No Club Activities,
No Club!

  Past Presidents’ 

 Breakfast 
Saturday, January 17, 2026

The Waffle Place 
(Cedar & Herndon) 

6700 N Cedar Ave, Fresno (S/E corner Bullard & West)
(Formerly BJ’s Kountry Kitchen)

All Past Presidents: Come and Take a Bow!
Our Host: Past President Todd Riley     559-916-2167

Dear	Club	Members,	

	As	I	step	into	the	driver's	
seat	as	President	of	our	Sierra	
Chapter,	I	am	honored	and	
excited	that,	only	four	years		
a?er	a@ending	a	club	
breakfast,	I	would	now	be	
represenDng	the	chapter	as		

President.	I	have	met	so	many	great	club	members	and	learned	so	much	
about	these	historical	anDque	cars	that	everyone	seems	to	love.	

	This	last	month	of	the	year	we	adorned	lights	on	our	cars	for	the	Clovis	
Children's	Electrical	Parade,	as	well	as	a	trip	down	Christmas	Tree	Lane.	And	
then,	with	our	annual	Christmas	Awards	Banquet	to	finish	off	2025,	our	club	
had	a	phenomenal	year!		

I	want	to	thank	everyone	who	parDcipated	in	and	contributed	to	making	
our	club	events	such	a	success,	and	the	enthusiasm	to	conDnue	the	Sierra	
Club's	long	reputaDon	for	a@racDng	new	members	while	having	fun	as	we	
move	into	this	new	year!	

Thank	you,	and	here's	to	many	miles	and	smiles	with	our	Model	A	Fords!	

	 	 Bill Cooper

Sierra Chapter 
President’s 

Message 
by 

Bill Cooper

For the fourth consecutive year, club members got together 
and drove Christmas Tree Lane in Fresno. See more pictures 
on page 6.

Find lots of pictures 

of this year’s 

Christmas Banquet 

on pages 4 & 5 

and 

Christmas Parade 

Pictures on page 7.
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Sunshine Report 
from 

Nadine Lowe

Please keep our fellow Members in your thoughts as 
they heal or grieve. 

Thankfully, I have not received any reports of any of our members
becoming sick from the virus nor ailing for any other reason.

Please notify Nadine of any Sunshine needs.
559-227-6423.   hi-low7@pacbell.net

Because of the Christmas Banquet, there 
was no General Meeting and, therefore, 
no Minutes for December, 2025.

                                    
Respectfully Submitted by Secretary Mary Cooper

From the Desk of the 
MAFCA Chapter Coordinator 

It’s hard to believe that 2026 is already here—
how did that happen? I hope your Chapter enjoys a 
wonderful holiday gathering. These events are 

perfect for sharing stories from the past year, catching up on family 
news, and celebrating with Model A friends.  

2025 was a successful year for MAFCA, as we welcomed several 
new chapters. I’m pleased to announce that the Board approved 
another new chapter at our December meeting. Please join me in 
welcoming the “Northern Valley A’s” of Lisbon, NH to our family. It 
gets pretty cold in northern NH, so I’m sure the Model A’s are put 
away for the winter—unless, of course, they have Model A 
Snowmobiles!  

As we begin the new year, please remember to return your 
Chapter Registration form. Keeping your chapter’s officer details up 
to date helps headquarters stay in touch and support your activities. 
Please send in your form as soon as possible.  

For many of us our Model A’s are resting in the garage for the 
winter months. However, this is a great opportunity for maintenance 
work to get ready for the 2026 touring season. Many clubs conduct 
winter technical sessions during the winter months. 
These are great opportunities to repair different parts of the Model A 
together or observe repairs, while providing valuable learning 
opportunities. It is something for your club to consider during the 
winter months.  

Until the snow melts up north we wish our friends in the warmer 
areas happy touring.  

   Doug Linden
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Bachelor’s 
Quarters

Dog on 
the Rug

Whiskers 
to Blame

 No One 
to Hug

“Overall Appearance”
What the Judges Look For 

By Patti Jones, MAFCA Era Fashions Committee 

As an entrant and a judge, this area has a special 
“mystique” on how it is judged. “Overall Appearance” is 
the only area that has no “guidelines” as to what score 
a judge would put down. I’m hoping this article will take 
some of the mystery of how it is judged. 

Overall Appearance, is judged in 
every category. It can be the 
determining factor for “Best of 
Show” or an Award of Excellence. 
It is the judge’s personal opinion/
discretion if the entrant looks like 
they stepped into the judging 
room during our Model A era. 
Here is how I judge this area and 
what I look for in the entrant. 
As an entrant comes into the 
room, I immediately look for color, 
tones of fabrics, and is the outfit 
“complete” in my mind. Does the 
outfit require a hat, purse, coat, 
etc.? I’m not actually judging 
whether the individual areas are 
correct, but how the entrant has 
put together the complete outfit. 

Have they gone the extra “mile” with era style makeup, 
hair and nail polish? 

The major garment determines how I judge if the 
entrant has put together their outfit in my mind. 
Assuming from the above picture, the entrant is a 
woman as a point of discussion. I would not give her 
full points because my eyes are drawn to the hat and 
its’ color. It’s too bright a color for the outfit worn by the 
entrant. If it’s evening or daytime, did they add a wrap, 
coat, fur, etc., did they carry gloves, and the style of 
purse and shoes helps determine the score. Did she 
wear leather shoes with an evening dress, or did they 
wear an evening hat with a daytime dress.

I next look at the fit and year the entrant has put on 
their entry form. If it’s a 1928, is the hemline at or 
below the knee? If it’s a 1930, is the hem at mid-calf. 
Length isn’t the only area of concern. How tight is the 
bust and hip area? I’d deduct a point if it appears that 
the fabric is stretched in these areas. This is my 
opinion on what I look for in judging “Overall 
Appearance”. 

Jim’s Technical Tip
by Jim Cannon, MAFCA Technical Director

Coolant Level in the Model A

It is best to check the coolant level in 
your radiator when the engine is 
cold, before you set off on a drive. At 
this time (because coolant contracts 
when cold and expands when hot), 
the proper coolant level is about 1/2” 
or so above the top of the tubes in 
the upper tank. The coolant should 
not be above the baffle in the 
upper tank when cold. That’s too 

much and the excess will just be blown out later when the 
engine is hot and you are running down the road.

It’s hard to see the coolant level when cold, because 
the baffle is in the way. Use a flashlight to look in through 
the filler neck, and to the left or right of the baffle, to see 
the coolant level. If you can’t see the tubes through the 
coolant, use a disposable wooden stir stick (like the ones 
they put out at coffee shops to stir your coffee) as a 
dipstick in the filler neck. Go just to the side of the baffle 
until it touches the bottom of the upper tank. When you 
withdraw the stick, look for about 1/2” of coolant stain on 
the stick. Add some coolant if low.

When checking the coolant when the engine is hot, 
after you’ve driven for a time, you want to see the coolant 
very close to or slightly over the baffle. Only add coolant if 
you can’t see any near the baffle in the upper tank, burt 
don’t overfill (or it will just blow it out).

Have a Model A Day!

mailto:hi-low7@pacbell.net
mailto:hi-low7@pacbell.net
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Please Volunteer for the Open Events! 

Month            Breakfast                 Tour                          Refreshments                  Other            Raffle
Jan:            Todd Riley                       Volunteer Needed                    Jim & Peggy Riley                                                     A-H
Feb:       Brent Richardson                Volunteer Needed                   Volunteer Needed                             I - Z
March:      Bill & Mary Cooper           Mel & Jan Smith             Cecil Spurlock/Kay Hamilton                                      A - H
April:       Volunteer Needed         Bill & Mary Cooper            Bob Sharp                   CCRG, Bakersfield           I - Z

   April 29 - May 2
May:       Volunteer Needed              Randy & Lisa Smith                Mike & Lily Gouff                                               A - H
June:       Volunteer Needed                Volunteer Needed                   Volunteer Needed                                             I - Z

 July:                Tom Dodd          Volunteer Needed                   Volunteer Needed                             A - H
Aug:          Volunteer Needed                 Volunteer Needed               Marla & Dave Ekstrom                              I - Z
Sept:               Bob Sharp                       Volunteer Needed                Charldene & Joe Cluff                                           A - H
Oct:          Volunteer Needed               Todd Riley/Bob Sharp              Volunteer Needed                              I - Z
Nov:      Volunteer Needed                Volunteer Needed              Charles & Virginia Diffey                                           A - H
Dec:            (no Breakfast)                 Christmas Tree Lane          (no meeting)                 Christmas Banquet       none

Jan ’27:        Past President                   Volunteer Needed                  Volunteer Needed                              A - H

Volunteers are also needed to Chair the following special Events! Dates are Negotiable! 

 1) Ladies Luncheon    2) Christmas Banquet    3) Ice Cream Social

January 2026
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

print-a-calendar.com

 Chapter 
    Meeting 
Sandy’s  7:30 PM
Door Prizes:  A - H

Past 
Presidents’ 
Breakfast
Waffle Place, Cedar
8:00 AM  See pg 1

Help the club by 
volunteering to host these 

monthly activities.
Contact VP Virginia Diffey

to reserve an event.
559-304-8054 or 

vcdiffey@yahoo.com
Remember— no activities, 

no club!

** January 16th, National Nothing Day: 
National Nothing Day is an annual anti-holiday observed on January 16. True to its 
name, the purpose of this day is to do absolutely nothing, not even celebrate the 
holiday! It comes right after a period that is heavy with holidays and celebrations, so 
it aims to give Americans a break from all that hustle and bustle.

mailto:vcdiffey@yahoo.com
mailto:vcdiffey@yahoo.com
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Christmas Banquet 
Saturday, December 13th, was the date for 

this year’s annual Christmas Banquet, Awards 
Ceremony, and Installation of new officers.

The event, attended by 55 Sierra Chapter 
members, was held at New Hope Community 
Church in Clovis. The church has its own 
banquet staff and provided an excellent buffet 
meal of New York steak, chicken, scalloped 
potatoes, vegetables, and salad. Fantastic 
homemade desserts were provided by a 
dozen attending volunteers, especially Brent 
& Mary Richardson who themselves brought 
enough desserts to feed the entire group.

Master of Ceremonies for the event was 
Jim Riley, who also swore in the 2026 Board 
members. The tables were beautifully 
decorated by Lisa Adanalian, Irene Riley, 
and Lisa Smith. Chairpersons for the event 
were Todd Riley and Tom Dodd.

This year’s winners for having the most 
activity points were: 1st place, Todd & Irene 
Riley; 2nd, Bill Cooper; 3rd, Jim Riley. The 
FUBAR Award was earned by Rick 
Davidson. The year’s 1K mile patches were 
also distributed to those who earned them.

And, finally, Santa Clause and his faithful 
helper (Charles & Virginia Diffey) added the 
final touches to an enjoyable holiday evening.

—Pictures thanks to Linda & Don Williams,
Lisa  Smith, & Tom Dodd



 

Page 5

More Christmas 
Banquet Pictures
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For the Fourth consecutive year, Tom & Yvette Nelson 
hosted the Christmas Tree Lane Tour up Fresno’s Van 
Ness Avenue on Wednesday, December 10th. Members 
drove both Model A’s and classic V-8’s.

As before, participants met at the home of Eric Schmitt 
on the corner of Van Ness and Lansing Way, and 
caravanned north with the public to view the decorations. 
The group met after at the Elbow Room in Fig Garden 
Village for refreshments.

—Pictures thanks to Yvette Nelson & Ted Mooradian

Successful Model A Clubs 
have two common ingredients: 

1) They have members who will plan events, and 
2) volunteers to assist in running the organization. 

These are necessary ingredients!!

Contact Chuck Kallas for Details
In Fresno: 559-287-1256 

Rare Late 1931 “Budd Body” 
Wide Bed Pickup:  $26,500

I got gas today for $2.39!  Unfortunately, it 
was at Taco Bell.

—Thanks to Judy Hulstrom
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Thanks to Paul Watts

Old Town Clovis Children’s 
Electric Christmas Parade 

On Saturday, December 6th, ten Model A families again 
participated in the annual Clovis Children’s Electric 
Parade in their brightly decorated cars. The group was 
warmed up before the parade with pizza and hot 
chocolate. Todd and Irene Riley hosted the event.

My grandson was helping me in the garage the other day. He looked under 
my old truck and asked, “Is this thing leaking?” 
“Of course it’s leaking,” I answered. “It’s a Model A, isn’t it?”

These big Cheerios are way better 
than the small ones. And, you 
don’t even 
need to pour 
milk on them!
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The Flying Quail
Sierra Chapter,
Model A Ford Club of America
℅ Tom Dodd
4146 W Fremont Avenue
Fresno, CA 93722


