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The Postal A’s  

The Postal A’s is a Special Interest Body Style Chap-
ter of the Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA) 
and a Special Region of the Model A Restorers Club 
(MARC), whose purpose is to aid its members in the 
authentic restoration, use and enjoyment of a limited 
production of commercial bodies built for the U.S. 
Post Office Department and mounted on Ford Model 
A & AA chassis.   

The Special Delivery 

To assist in achievement of this purpose, The Special 
Delivery newsletter is  published by the Postal A’s .  It 
is written, edited, and published on a volunteer basis 
by the newsletter staff.  All signed materials are the 
responsibility of the author and  do not necessarily 
represent the opinion of the newsletter staff or the 
Postal A’s.  Any unsigned material, facts, opinions or 
other information is the sole responsibility of the 
newsletter staff, is believed to be the most current and 
accurate information available on the Model A Mail 
Truck, but does not necessarily represent an official 
position of the Postal A’s, MAFCA or MARC.  Au-
thorization to quote or reprint from the Postal  A’s 
Special Delivery is granted provided  proper credit is 
given. 

Postal A’s Website 

Additional information is available via the  website @ 
www.postalas.com. 

A special thanks to Lawrence Komp for the Mail 

Truck drawings on our letterhead & newsletter 
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Wayne Arnholt 
Technical Director 
techdir@postalas.org 

On the cover the new website.  

Most of the information has been 

brought over from the old site.  

The new site is at:  

www:postalas.com 

The old website is still at: 

www:postalas.org 

SEE LAST PAGE FOR INFOR-

MATION  ABOUT OUR FIRST 

VIRTUAL (ZOOM) MEETING 

 

MAIL TRUCK PARTS AT HERSHEY 

Jim McPherson will be at Hershey in Oct.  

If you need parts (see last issue) let  

him know over the next week or so.   

Jim can be reached at his email above or  

call or text him at:    706-564-0120 

Booth will be at Hershey Chocolate Lot 

C3B 26-29 not C3B 30 as in “The Restorer” 



 

Continued on next page…                                      Page 3 

MORE INFORMATION OF THE HISTORY OF THE  

POSTAL   A’S 

A couple of issues ago  I did a article on the history of the club.  Although I got some of it 

right, I left out some information.  Rick Black, one of the original founders, gave me some 

updated information which I am publishing here.  I apologize to Rick for my lack of 

knowledge and am thrilled about being able to set the record straight.  More about Rick lat-

er. 

  



 

Continued from page  3... 
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Continued on next page…                                              Page 5 

 

Found this on some of our Secretaries' archives.  Of course, Jim McPherson has been 

around A Models all of his life.  A near as I can tell, this article was first published 

in the “A” Quail Call”, a publication of the Penn Ohio Model A Club and reprinted 

with their permission 



 

   Continued on next page                                               Page 6 

Continued from page  5... 
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Continued from Page 6 

This picture is from the collection of Roger Davis, our club secretary.  He graciously sent it to me as it is the 

same picture that was in the original article.  He is much clearer than the copy I had.  Thanks Roger 
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FOUND ON eBAY™ 

 

 

 

 

I had been looking for one of these for a while and although I have seen several 

that were missing the box, or a part of the truck, or I was too cheap to buy, I had 

never purchased one.  This one came up  and I got it for $17.95 with the taxes 

and shipping.   Now what do I do with another piece of memorabilia that I have 

no room for? 
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Saw this on either Ford Barn™ or Vintage Ford Forum™ 

 

I have not checked this out so proceed with your own caution! 

 

Many of you are aware that a Gates 700 fan belt will fit a Model A. Howev-

er, more auto parts stores have discontinued handling Gates products and have 

switched to Dayco belts. The Dayco equivalent listed in their belt cross-reference 

chart is too small! The next size larger belt, Dayco #22425, will fit perfectly 

and should last longer since it is a heavy duty woven belt. 

 

Again, I have not checked this out or know if this is for an original Model A with a 

generator or has been modified.  I just put it in my files for future reference. 

 

From Dale Walker in Kansas City, Mo: 

 

My 1931 Ford Model AA postal truck was used inside the post office from dock to 

dock.  The only time it was on the street was the 1933 killing across the street from 

the post office.  They hauled the prisoners to jail from Union Station.  The original 

driver sold the AA to me years ago. 



 

EVOLUTION OF POSTAL A’S PATCHES 

The first patch was evidently designed by Aldie Johnson, one of 

the founders of the club.  That patch looked like this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I tried for many years and recently received this from Rick Black. 

This second patch below is from an unknown source.  I actually 

found it on eBay™ but we don’t know if it is an original patch with 

MAFCA embroi- dered on it or 

someone had it custom                 

embroidered. 

If you have any in- formation on who 

did this patch, please let me know. 
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Continued from Page 10 

 

The third and final patch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I designed this patch since we didn’t have any of the earlier ones.   

I have a very few of these left.  If you need one and are a member, 

 send $5.00 to: 

Postal A’s 

539 Whaley Pond Rd. 

Graniteville, SC  29829 
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11729 Delivers at Hershey National 2024 

Roger Davis 

In October 2024, I had the chance to take my 31 Model A Mail Truck #11729 from Utah back to 
its roots in Pennsylvania and Minnesota.  I realized this was probably the only chance I’d have to 
enter my Mail Truck in the Antique Automobile Club of America’s  (AACA’s) Nationals at Her-
shey. All the hard work to prepare 11729 for the show and judging paid off when I learned at the 
Awards Banquet that 11729 earned a National First Prize (Frist Junior) at Hershey 2024. 

     

There’s a lot of history in these Mail Trucks and I’m fortunate enough to have quite a bit ofinformation on 11729.  11729 was 

owned by the Post Office Department from March 1932 to 1957 where it served Lake Itasca, Lake George, Emmaville, Two 

Inlets, LaPorte, and Park Rapids, MN.  Jim Reichling of Park Rapids, MN bought it from the Post Office in 1957 and sold it to 

Gary Warmbold in 2010.  Gary had a cabinet-maker friend rebuild the wood body originally manufactured by the Mifflinburg 

Body Company in Mifflinburg, PA.  Gary Warmbold sold 11729 to Rich Heinrichs in 2019.  Rich told me that when he bought 

11729 the frame was held together with welded rebar.  Rich put 11729 on a new frame and restored the engine compart-

ment and fenders very nicely.  I purchased 11729 in February 2021 from Rich.  I like to say it was easier to buy 11729 than it 

was to get it delivered from Northern Minnesota to Utah in the middle of winter. 
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Charles asked me to write up how I prepared 11729 for Hershey.  There were many areas to prep 11729 for Her-

shey;  wood body paint, lettering, chassis work, shock absorbers, engine, spark plugs, etc.  Covering all these in one 

article would take up a lot of space.  Instead, I’ll address each of these topics over the next few editions of this newsletter. 

Let’s start with the wood body paint finish:  The automotive paint pros at Jones Paint & Glass in Provo, UT are 

considered the best in the state.  They recommended the wood body be painted with Benjamin Moore Exterior 

latex house paint, high gloss, telling me that any of the modern automotive paints would crack as the wood body 

flexed and moved.  I’ve observed this on the mail trucks I’ve seen that were painted with modern automotive 

paints.  In my mind, the Latex paint seemed best suited to meet the original Post Office Department specs that it 

couldn’t be sprayed, it couldn’t be rolled, it had to be brushed and thick enough to cover the wood grain (See 

Aldie Johnson, The Ford Model A Mail Truck, pg 67). 

 

 

Olive Drab Green Body:  I had the paint store match the color that was already on the single 
coat on the wood body.  I tried the semi gloss Benjamin Moore Exterior Latex house paint but 
found that when I touched or cleaned the paint it left a shiny mark.  I then went to the gloss 
finish which allows me to clean and touch the finish with no marks.  I painted the exterior with 
5 coats to cover the grain and the interior with three coats (I was tired of painting by that 
time.) 

      

Beltline:  I had some paint sample strips from Postal As that were considered very close to the original yellow 

beltline color.  I left the paint chips with the paint pros at Jones Paint & Glass and told them that the color was 

Federal Spec 595, #13695.  About an hour later, they called me saying they’d been able to find the formula for 

Spec 595 and could mix it exactly to the Spec.  I used Benjamin Moore Satin Exterior Latex paint.  I applied 5 

coats which seemed to cover the grain well.   
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   Straight Edges:  I made near-perfect straight lines between the yellow beltline and the olive drab green body 

color by masking with 3M blue masking tape, applying a super thin coat of Clear DAP Acrylic Latex Caulk and 

smoothing it with my finger.  This prevents the paint from creeping under the tape but when removing the tape 

creates a nearly perfect straight edge to the paint.  You must use acrylic latex caulk.  Latex paint doesn’t cover 

over silicone caulk very well.  Also, silicone caulk doesn’t tear in a straight line like acrylic latex.  As a humorous 

aside, I went into Lowe’s and asked where the Clear DAP Acrylic Latex Caulk was.  The supervisor asked me 

what I was trying to do.  I could just imagine her look if I told her I was painting the wood body on a 95 year-old 

mail truck.  I politely said, I just need Clear DAP Acrylic Latex Caulk to which she responded that she was just 

trying to help.  You know the looks you get when doing a specialty job on vintage vehicles. 

     

  

This covers various aspects of getting the wood body finish correct.  We’ll cover other aspects such as lettering, engine, 

etc in future newsletter articles. 

Follow this link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mRt59aMaPMM to see ~1500 photos of 
around 120 Model A Mail Trucks.  Follow this link https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=WS1lAWRVKnw to view a detailed presentation on Model A Mail Trucks including all of 
these topics. 
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RICK BLACK 

 

I have mentioned Rick Black several times in this newsletter.  Now I will give you the 

story behind the scenes.  When I did the history of the Postal A’s two issues ago, I in-

advertently left out Rick as one of the founders.  I knew the name, knew he was an 

early Mail Truck Owner, and had been active in the formative years of the Club.  

That was the extent of my knowledge other than his affiliation with MAFCA in work-

ing with their web page. 

Rick emailed me after my earlier attempt on the Club history and simply let me know 

that he was in on the founding and if I needed early information, just let him know.  I 

called Rick and it was one of the best “A Model” calls I ever made.  We talked about 

the early years of the Postal A’s and I got to hear it from someone that had experi-

enced it. 

As we continued to talk, I mentioned that I was having trouble updating the website.  

He quickly told me that he might could help with that.  By late that evening, he had 

the new website well under construction and has continued to work with me as we 

added to it.  It has all of the old information basically but with a more modern and up 

to date look.  There is one major change—it is located at postalas.com not the old 

postalas.org.  The old website is still up and running under that old address. 

And finally I mentioned to Rick that I had been looking for an original patch for the 

Postal A’s.  In about a week, a patch arrived from his personal collection. 

I have been amazed at Model A folks since I bought my first Model A (which was  

Mail Truck 11405).  The local club, the Postal A’s (who found me my first truck), and 

now as I learn members across this great country of ours have all reached out with 

words of encouragement, help, and have become just good friends.  Thank you Rick 

for all you have done for me personally and the new Postal A’s in just the past few 

months. 

Charles Hilton 

 



 

 

 

POSTAL A’s ZOOM MEETING 

VIRTUAL MEETING 

 

On Oct 14, 2025, at 8:00 PM Eastern time, Roger Davis has 

agreed to host a virtual meeting.  Although most of us have 

used these at work, I have never personally set one up.  

Roger is proficient in this (thank you Roger) and we are go-

ing to try one just to get to know each other, answer ques-

tions, and talk Model A’s.  Please set this aside on your cal-

endar and plan to join us.   Hopefully, you desktop or laptop has 

a microphone and camera built in so that you may fully participate.  

 

The link will be sent to all members in the next week or so. 

 

Remember mark your calendars now for Oct 14 at 8:00 PM ET 
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