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December 13- Our

Annual Christmas

party will  be held on

our regular meeting

day at the Oak Street

Bistro, Alfred, ME.

See details on page 8.

Meetings held on the

2  Saturday of the

month at the   
Kennebunk Baptist

Church, 77 Main St,   
Kennebunk, ME   

nd

May 29-31, 2026 -

Tebo’s Barn Vintage

Car Tour see page 17

for details.  
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JOHN BRISSETTE
PRESIDENT

DRIVER’S SEAT

Happy Holidays! Whether you
celebrate Hanukkah or Christmas,
or even the winter solstice, it is a
special time of year. Linda and I
wish you and your families a safe
and joyous holiday season and all
the best in 2026.

Regarding traditions associated with this time of year, I read
an online article recently about MotorTrend magazine’s “Car of
the Year.” MotorTrend’s first issue was September 1949 and its
first Car of the Year was Cadillac. Ford was considered
because of its first post-war offering with all new chassis and
body but was rejected because “…all their changes simply
brought them up to date with other brands….” While that may
be true, the 1949 models have been credited with saving Ford
Motor Company. For its inaugural award MotorTrend chose
Cadillac (who had introduced its post-war design in 1948)
because of its all new OHV V8 engine. Interestingly, that
engine benefited from higher octane fuels that had been
developed for aviation use during World War II.
In the early years MotorTrend awarded manufacturers or
divisions, not specific vehicles. There were a few years when
no award was given; i.e., 1950, 53, and 54. Between 1976 and
1999 there were two Car of the Year awards, one for domestic
and one for imported. The award was expanded to include
“Truck of the Year” in 1979 and “SUV of the Year” in 1999. To
be eligible for one of the awards, a vehicle must be “all new”
or “substantially upgraded.” For 2026, Car of the Year is the
Volkswagen Golf GTI/R and the SUV of the Year is the Cadillac
Escalade IQ, while the ‘Truck of the Year” has not been
announced yet. 



 The complete list of winners can be found online. A Ford
has been Car of the Year 12 times while a Chevrolet has
won the award 16 times. In 1964 the award went to Ford
Motor Company but it isn’t clear what impact the new

Mustang had on that decision. When it comes to Truck of
the Year, Ford has won it 10 times, Chevrolet 11 times and
Dodge/Ram 8 times. Over the years Linda and and I have
had over 20 cars, pickups, vans, and SUVs between us. Of
all those vehicles only one made any of the MotorTread
lists and that was our 1971 Chevrolet Vega, probably the

vehicle we kept the shortest amount of time!

Many people are skeptical of awards from magazines that
depend heavily on advertising and probably for good

reason. Nevertheless, MotorTrend has been doing it for
so long its awards are still coveted by manufacturers and
interesting for us gear heads to follow. Consumer Reports
might provide the most unbiased rankings but I often find

the cars they recommend to be rather boring. To each
their own.

I do hope to see you at our Christmas party on the 13th.
Hopefully the weather will cooperate and we will have a

good turnout.

Take care, drive safely,
 and again Happy Holidays!﻿

  John 
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Old Business
- No meeting took place last month as the church space

was not available.
Treasurer's Report

- $300 worth of dues have been received.
- Bank error made on the club account involving a local

Kennebunk dog grooming company. The issue was
promptly resolved by treasurer Chris H.

- A motion to accept the treasurers report made by Carl,
seconded by Frank, passed by vote.

Touring Committee
- Done for the year, though the Christmas party is

approaching.
- A suggestion was made to have a big summer event

involving the cars.
- Spring events:

- Tebo’s Barn event from the 29th to the 31st of May. The
annual open house portion will take place on the 30th.

The steam cars will be there again for that.

Nate Howell
Secretary

Pine Tree A’s Meeting
Minutes

November 8th, 2025

Call to Order

- John B president addressed
the church key issue. Needs to

be addressed.
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- A suggestion was made for a tour central to Dan’s house,
which would be tied into the July meeting.

- Rod’s house up north is always open to events in July,
August, or September.

- A suggestion was made to do an event at a summer
camp. No further discussion.

New Business
- The topic of assembling a special tool inventory was

addressed again. Logistics need to
be sorted out among the club and tool owners/borrowers.

Rod and his wife offered to
head up this project.

- The Christmas party will take place on December 13th.
- An RSVP will be sent out in early December.

- The payment is to be made to the treasurer Chris H.
- Three choices for meals include chicken parmesan,

haddock, and steak.
- A motion to set the meal price to $36 was made by Rod,

seconded by John, passed by vote.
- The monthly meeting breakfast will remain as pastries

and coffee. The monthly post
meeting lunch will continue.

- Motion to terminate the large monthly breakfast was
made by Carl, seconded by

Rod, passed by vote.



7

- The vote for member of the year was discussed. An
anonymous vote was carried out.
- A discussion was carried out about winterization
techniques for Model A’s. Suggestions and
preferences were exchanged.
Presentations
- John B shared his collection of antique airliner and
Model A advertisements.
- Rod shared his Model T toy replica and a 1926
book on the topic of automobile manufacturing.
Adjournment
- A motion to adjourn was made by Carl, seconded
by John, passed by vote.

That's not my Job
This is a story about four people named Everybody,

Somebody, Anybody and Nobody.
There was an important job to be done and

Everybody was sure that Somebody would do it. 
Anybody could have done it but Nobody did.

Somebody got angry about that because it was
Everybody's job.

Everybody thought that Anybody could do it, but
Nobody realized that Everybody wouldn't do it.



8Mike has original “A” parts for sale

 
The Pine Tree Model A Ford Club is looking to create a Model A
tool network, where members can find and use tools to repair/

restore their Model A’s.
The idea is to catalog specialty tools that are available for
short term use as agreed between the tool owner and a

member in need.
The club hopes to compile a list of tools and tool owners that

are willing to share.
Do you have any Model A tools you are willing to share?

I am seeking the following information: the tool(s) that you will
allow to be borrowed, your name, address, phone number, and
email and information about the tool you want to share. Once I
have a list of tools and owners we can create a list of tools and

owners to share throughout the club.
Please email or text information to rkkilroy@gmail.com. 

Phone 207-491-1068
Thank you for your interest

Rod Koehn

Sharing Tools



BACK SEAT DRIVER
   

 *Don’t forget to sign up for the
Christmas party. It’s coming up
this weekend in Alfred, Maine...
page 10 for more deets. *Do we

have our A’s up on blocks and
winterized? I still try and drive
both of mine during the  winter
months.  If it should snow and
the roads are salted... I do wait
a spell and hope that some rain
comes along in the meantime to
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Frank Kennedy
 Editor

wash the salt away. But for the last few years, I usually
drive both A’s one or two times each month to charge the

battery, prevent the tires from becoming flat and to
lubricate moving parts. * Check out page  16 for an invite

to an upcoming Vintage Car Tour during Memorial Day
weekend.

England doesn’t have a blood bank. But it does
have a liverpool.



Christmas Party
This year’s Christmas party will be on December 13, our

regular meeting day, at the Oak Street Bistro in Alfred. The
party will start at noon and go until 3:00 pm, or thereabouts.

There will be three entrees to choose from: chicken
parmesan, baked haddock or steak tips. The cost will be

$36.00 per person. After the meal the Outstanding Member
of the Year for 2025 will be announced. We had our

Christmas party there in 2023. The food was good and the
company even better. The restaurant’s address is: 

3 Oak Street (which is US-202 and Maine route 4), Alfred,
Maine. As the date gets closer we will be asking for an RSVP.
Please plan to be there! However, Chris will accept checks or

cash at the party. Please plan to arrive about 11:30-11:45
am. After the meal the Outstanding Member of the Year will
be honored. The party will end sometime before 3:00 pm.

Checks for meals should be made out to: Pine Tree Model A
Ford Club and mailed to:

                                          Chris Howell
                                                    48 Old Farm Road

                                                             Cumberland, ME 04021

                                                      Chris can also be reached 
                                                      at: howellchris70@gmail.com.

Thanks and hope to see you at the party!

https://www.google.com/maps/search/48+Old+Farm+Road+%0D%0A+Cumberland,+ME+04021?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/48+Old+Farm+Road+%0D%0A+Cumberland,+ME+04021?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:howellchris70@gmail.com
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During the Great Depression, money was tight and people
had to scrimp on many things, including food.

I have included two Depression era recipes for peanut butter
cookies and Salmon Cuke Salad. 

Thanks to The Sullivan Trail A’s 



12

Pine Tree Model A Ford Club  
Chris Howell, 
48 Old Farm Road,
Cumberland, ME 04021

The Pine Tree Model A Ford Club

annual dues of $20 are due. 
Please mail dues to: 

The Pine Tree Model A Ford Club
annual dues of $20 are due. 
Please mail dues to: 
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To sign up - please contact 
Carl Sneirson at 603-534-1933 
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Enthusiasm for the new
Ford 98 years ago



1 6

Up coming event for us travelers
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Pine Tree
Model A Ford Club 

Signature:  Date:

MAFCA Member #:
MARC Member #:

Exp Date:
Exp Date:

Will you be attending any Regional or National events this year? 
If so, where:

For New members.  Please mail this form and dues to: 

Pine Tree Model A Ford
Club  ℅ Pamela Trafton 
P.O. Box 206  Cape
Neddick, ME. 03902
pam.trafton1@gmail.com

Membership Application

The purpose of our club is to serve as a medium for exchange of ideas, information, 
and parts, for admirers of the Model A Ford and to aid them in their efforts to restore 
and preserve the car into its original likeness. 

Name:
Spouse’s Name:
Street Address:
City, State, Zip:
email:
Land Line: Cell:

Optional Info:
Classic Car Make, Model, Year & Body Style: 

By joining the Pine Tree Model A Ford Club, I agree to the Club’s by-laws and by-laws of the Model 
A Ford Club of America.

18
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 Jump in and go and then save it for your children’s or
grandchildren’s wedding. What a nice heirloom this could

create for your family. Call Carl 1-603-534-1933

1933 Ford Roadster, recent $14,000 paint job,
 Carl 1-603-534-1933

CLASSIFIEDS 

For sale-Model A truck bed, sandblasted and primed ready
for paint, small bed includes wood, slats and hardware to

attach to frame $2,000.00  Carl 1-603-534-1933

1929 Ford
roadster.

Restoration by a
school teacher

and his Dad.
$12,500 dollars
delivered within

reason.



The "Pine Tree Model  A Club” accepts no responsibi l i ty
for  the accuracy of  any statements,  the fairness of  any

prices,  or  the qual ity  of  any goods or  services mentioned
in the “Pine Tree Model  A Newsletter.”

Comments are welcomed and encouraged and should be
addressed to 

John Brissette,  President,  Pine Tree Model  A's,
john.brissette@icloud.com

at 
603-491-2580
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P i n e  T r e e  A ’ s  h a s  s p a r e d  n o  e x p e n s e  t o  e n h a n c e  y o u r
a b i l i t y  t o  h a v e  o u r  m o n t h l y  m e e t i n g s  c o m e  t o  y o u r

h o m e .
P l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  t o  s h a r e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  z o o m  l i n k  w i t h

o t h e r  c l u b  m e m b e r s  w i t h  c o m p u t e r s .  h t t p s : / /
n e t w o r k m a i n e . z o o m . u s / j / 8 5 4 5 9 6 5 2 6 4 2  T h e  l i n k  w i l l
b e  a c c e s s i b l e  b y  t h e  g r o u p  f o r  a n y  m e e t i n g s  m o v i n g

f o r w a r d .  P l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  t o  r e a c h  o u t  w i t h  a n y
q u e s t i o n s .

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE
If anyone knows of someone who feels
stuck in a rut or who needs a pick-me-

up, 
please Contact Sandy Harris

sandrash@maine.rr.com

mailto:john.brissette@icloud.com
mailto:rhannaford@maine.rr.com
mailto:rhannaford@maine.rr.com
https://networkmaine.zoom.us/j/85459652642
https://networkmaine.zoom.us/j/85459652642
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