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“The general purpose of the Calumet Region Model “A” Restorer’s Club 
shall be to encourage  its members to acquire, preserve, restore, exhibit and make 
use of the Ford Model “A” automobile,  model years 1928 through 1931, and all 
things pertaining to the Ford Model “A”, and to promote  the introduction of ideas 
and fellowship among M.A.R.C. members.” You need not own a Model “A” Ford! 
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 Treasurer’s Report   By Carol Healy 
Beginning Balance  June 2, 2025                                $3,015.16 

Income   
  None                                                                                             $0.00 

Total Income                                                                                  $0.00     
Expenses 
  None                                                                                               $0.00 

                                                                     Total Expenses           $0.00 
Ending Balance    July 7, 2025                                                $3,015.16 

 
Hi Everyone,  
 
Hope you are all having a 
wonderful summer. Please keep 
Karen and Pete in our prayers. 
Every time we get an update 
from Karen it is posted on 
John's  original thread pray-
ers for Karen and Pete.  
 
Thanks goes out to Judy for 
hosting the great play Boeing
-Boeing. If was so funny.  The 
Rising Sun did a great job in 
serving us all at the same 
time.  Then she went and in-
jured herself. Still waiting 
on the ortho report but it 
looks  like she broke her 

wrist.  
 
Unfortunately the BBQ had to 
be canceled. The heat has 
been very intense lately so as 
soon as they get a new date 
they will let us know.  
 
We do have Jerry's car show at 
the Homewood Ford dealer on 
the 12th of this month.  Later 
this month on the 26th is the 
Aces car museum. Details at 
the business meeting.  
 
Hope we'll be able to see all 
of you on Monday July 7th at 
7pm. 
 
                                            

Mike’s Message Officers 

Mike 



 

 
PAGE 3 “THE CHATTER”  

Business Meeting June 2, 2025 
   The meeting was called to order at 7:10 p.m. 
All officers were present. Mike Sluis led the 
Pledge of Allegiance. Pete and Karen Kats had 
their grandson, Jack visiting this evening. 
   The SECRETARY’S MINUTES: The minutes 
from the May 6th meeting were read by the 
Secretary, Karen Kats. A motion to approve 
was made by Pat Marshall, seconded by Judy 
Gerhardt, and the motion was approved. 
   The TREASURER’S REPORT: Carol Healy 
read the Treasurer’s report. The balance as of 
June 2nd is $3015.16. A motion to approve was 
made by Wally Healy, seconded by Marge Vet-
terick, and approved. 
   The VICE-PRESIDENT/EDITOR’S RE-
PORT: John Hoffman reported the next break-
fast run would be Saturday, June 21st at the 
Kingsberry Waffle House at 9 am in Home-
wood. 
   The PRESIDENT’S REPORT: Mike Sluis re-
minded everyone the next meeting will be on 
Monday, July 7th . 
 CHAIRPERSON REPORTS: 
 SICK CALL: None 
 BADGE FINES: None 
   The HISTORIAN’S REPORT: Art LeMere 
brought us back to 1978: the National Meet 
was in Cleveland, Ohio; some special tours in-
cluded Seven Acres Museum in Union, IL, an 
overnight tour to Indianapolis, IN, and a tour 
to the Fetterling Estate in South Bend, IN; 
and of course the Annual Tichan picnic, 
Awards Banquet, and Christmas party. FOR 
SALE: a 1966 Mustang convertible @ $125. 
 MARC REPORT: Art LeMere said his report 
was the same as last month, but be sure to 
check dates for all meets in the Model A News. 
 MAFFI REPORT: John Marshall informed us 

that all our museum cars been washed and 
ready for show. 
  The addition is not open to the public yet. The 
walls outside are brick. Outside on the west 
wall is a billboard just made for this great 
black and white photo of a Model A (a company 
in a CA’s catalog/magazine. Daughter Heather 
and friend from Wilton were able to put their 
heads together to make our billboard. On the 
East wall it appears to be looking into a Show-
room and also a Model A Ford garage. They 
appear as doors opening. A cement pad is go-
ing to be available, so that you can drive your 
Model A in front of the billboards and take pic-
tures! 
 OLD BUSINESS 
   None 
 NEW BUSINESS *Judy Gerhardt said that 
those attending the Curtain Call play “Boeing, 
Boeing” on Sunday, mention should mention 
“car club” when entering the theatre and park-
ing is available across the street. Dinner at the 
Rising Sun will follow the play. 
 *The Marshall’s are hosting a BBQ at 1 pm on 
Sunday, June 29th . Please bring a side dish to 
share and chairs if you like. 
 OTHER NEW BUSINESS 
* Jerry LeMere mention the Ford Homewood 
Car Show on Saturday, July 12 to support the 
USO. FYI 10-2pm. In the past they have pro-
vided a light lunch. Bring your own lawn 
chairs. The Showroom is being remodeled. 
MOTION TO ADJOURN was made at 7:0 p.m. 
by John Marshall and seconded by Art 
LeMere. The motion was approved. 
   Respectfully submitted, 

                             Karen Kats 
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Breakfast Run               
Saturday, June 19th @ 

9am 

Ashford House   
7959 W. 159th Street 
Tinley Park Illinois 

          July 
        7th - Business Meeting 
        12th - Car Show, Homewood Ford 
        19th - Breakfast Run  
        August 
        4th - Business Meeting 
        17th - Annual Picnic; Goodnow Grove 
        23rd - Breakfast Run 
        September 
        8th - Business Meeting 
       19th-20th - Model “A” Days               
        21st - Game Night 
        27th - Breakfast Run 

       October 
         7th-10th - Hershey Swap Meet 
         13th - Business Meeting 
         19th - Hillbilly Hayride 
         25th - Breakfast Run 
        November 
         2nd - Award Banquet 
         3rd - Business Meeting 
         15th - Breakfast Run 
         December 
           1st - Business Meeting/Pizza Party 
           14th - Christmas Social, 3:00pm 
           20th - Breakfast Run 

Club Events & Tours 2025 

Refreshments         
July...Marsha LeMere   

August…Judy Gerhardt 
September...Tina Sluis 

October...Diane Zuidema 
November...Carol Sluis 
December….Pizza Party                  
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July 2025 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1          2 3 4 5  Happy 
Birthday  
Marsha 
LeMere 

6 7      
Business 
Meeting  

8 9 10   Happy 
Birthday  Art 

Steinberg 
11 12      

BBQ For 
The Troops    

13 14 15 16     Happy 
Birthday   
Jordon      
Beller   

17 18 19   
Breakfast 

Run 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26    
Ace’s Car 
Museum  

27 28 29 30 31   

 

Ford of Homewood 
3233 W. 183rd Street 

10am to 
2pm 
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2025 Calumet Region Picnic 

Sunday,  August 17th; 12 Noon 
Goodnow Grove,                

27000 Dutton Road,            
Beecher, Illinois 
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The MAFFI Minute 
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New Billboards mounted on the exterior walls 
of Model “A” Museum 



 

 
“THE CHATTER”  PAGE 10 



 

 “THE CHATTER”  PAGE 11 



 

 
“THE CHATTER”  PAGE 12 

Tech Talk: From the Model A Restorers Club Facebook Page,             
June 30, 2025. 

 Question from member Daryl Herritz: “Hard to start. All by myself. Battery good, coil is good and con-
denser was changed two months ago and ran good and now no start. How can I check to see if I have 
spark at the points? This may sound dumb, but pulling out the choke like nuts and it won’t even flood. 
Pulled gas line off at the carb and gas flows out. 

  Answer from Michael Vitetta:  

 “No Spark 
Some possibilities are: 
1.Blown or defective fuse (use of a fuse is an aftermarket item) 
2.Bad connections at ammeter, or ammeter itself (to find out put a jumper wire from one post of the 
terminal box to the other to take the ammeter out of the circuit temporarily) 
3.Bad ignition switch and/or cable, or loose cable connection at the switch. 
4.Loose or broken wires at bottom of coil 
5.Loose or broken wires inside terminal box 
6.Loose, bare or broken pigtail wire under distributor plate, or wire grounding to plate or distributor 
body 
7.Points not opening, or point arm grounding to cam due to worn rubbing block 
8.Worn electrode on underside of distributor cap 
9.Loose or broken high tension wire from coil to cap 
10.Condenser burned out or grounding (some condensers are too long and can touch the distributor 
body inside) 
11.Weak coil 
12.Rotor not turning due to loose cam screw or bad timing gear. 
Ok now it’s time to break out a voltmeter (a light bulb can give false readings). 
Start at the fuse block, you should have voltage on both sides of the fuse. If you only have voltage on 
one side, replace the fuse or fuse block. 
Now with voltage on both sides of the fuse, move up to the junction box. There should be voltage at 
both terminals. If voltage is present only on one side the problem is at the ammeter, and you should 
jump the terminals of the ammeter for now. 
You should have voltage on both sides of the coil. If not, remove the red wire from the coil and check 
again. If you now have voltage on both sides, you have a problem further on. If the voltage is still only 
on one side, you have a bad coil. 
Open the points with a piece of paper and remove the condenser. Turn the key on and you should have 
voltage at the points. 
Replace the condenser and you should still have voltage. 
If the voltage is missing, remove the top plate and check for voltage on the bottom plate. 
Check if the connector from the ignition switch screwed in too far. Do you have voltage on the wire to 
the upper plate? 
Is this wire shorting to ground or broken? 
Remove the paper from the points and see that the points are closed. You should have 0 volts at the 
points. If you do, the points are dirty, or the distributor is not grounded well to the engine.” 
 
                                                                     Or: 
    Answer from member Jim Lloyd: ā  
   “I bought a clear distributor cap. I can tell if I have spark plus it's neat to watch.” 



 

 

Model “A” Era Beachwear 
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Happy Anniversary 
Mike & Carol Sluis    July 6th 

Happy Birthday     
 

Members Moments 
Keeping in touch 

Marsha LeMere 

Art Steinberg 

Jordon Beller 

Henry Ford 

July 5th 

July 10th 

July 16th 

July 10th 



 

 

 I have always liked old things. Maybe it is a 
yearning for what seems to me, a simpler time 
with simpler problems. And better made 
things, built to last. A time  before particle 
board furniture, lab created viruses, nuclear 
weapons, self-driving cars, income tax, and 
AI. 

My house was built in 1903, the same year 
Ford Motor Company was founded. 122 years 
ago.  

My clothes dresser is a family heirloom over 
200 years old. Most of our furnishings are an-
tiques. Our kitchen stove is 100 years old. Still 

works great. 

I worked as a building engineer in a landmark 
art deco office building, downtown, that 
opened in 1928. 1928 is also the year that the 
Model ”A” Ford was introduced. The building 
is 98 years old. I worked there for over fifty 
years. 

I have two 1931 Model “A” Fords. A Special 
Delivery and a Victoria Coupe. They are both 
94 years old. Great cars. 

Why, even my wife …… Wait a minute! I can 
say she seems as young and beautiful as the 
day we met. Phew, that was close!!! 
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Editor’s Desk 
by John Hoffman 



 

 

The 

Chatter 
C AL U M E T RE G I ON ,  M ODE L  ‘ A’  RE S T OR E R’ S  C L U B  

The New Lift in Operation at the Model “A’ Museum 


