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January 10, 2026 -

Regular meeting at the

church in Kennebunk

Meetings held on the

2  Saturday of the

month at the   
Kennebunk Baptist

Church, 77 Main St,   
Kennebunk, ME   

nd

April  24, 2026 Annual

Dust Off in

Sanbornville, NH

May 29-31, 2026 -

Tebo’s Barn Vintage

Car Tour see page 17

for details.  
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JOHN BRISSETTE
PRESIDENT

DRIVER’S SEAT

Happy New Year!  I hope you and
your families had a safe and joyful
holiday season and wish you a
healthy and happy 2026. Thanks to
all who attended our annual
Christmas party at the Oak Street
Bistro in Alfred. 

We had a good turnout, the restaurant even had to add an
additional table to accommodate all of us. There were lots

of smiles to go around and pleasant conversations, not
always about Model As. As the saying goes, “the cars bring

us together but we stay for the people.”

One of our nicest club traditions is naming the Outstanding
Member of the Year at the Christmas party. Since the

election is by secret ballot, it is always a surprise for the
recipient as well as the rest of the membership. Our

Outstanding Member for 2025 is Barbara Brown! Barbara
supported the club is so many ways throughout the year.

She was largely responsible for the breakfasts at club
meetings during the winter and attended just about all the

club events. She just didn’t attend them, usually she
contributed in ways that added to our enjoyment of those

events. While she wasn’t very vocal, her efforts were
noticed and appreciated. Congratulations Barbara on this

well deserved recognition!



I am going to round out this Driver’s Seat column with
some thoughts I’ve been saving for a couple of months.
When we drive more than a few hours, Linda and I share

driving duties. When not driving I’m content to have a
conversation or watch the scenery go by but Linda likes

to catch up on reading magazines. Such was the case on a
trip to Connecticut last fall. She was reading the

June/July issue of The AARP magazine (if you get it, it is
the one with Rod Steward on the cover). She read me a
short piece by the humorist Dave Berry entitled “You

Can’t Dance with a Smartphone.” It got me thinking about
the New England Model A meets. The article starts out, “…

I’ve noticed one difference between my generation and
Gen Zers that makes me sad for them, because I think

they’re missing out on one of the great joys in life:
dancing.” He goes on writing about wedding receptions he

has been to: “Once the traditional first dance has been
dispensed with, the band or DJ starts playing music

intended to lure people onto the dance floor….

About a week before the party I got a call from Doug
Linden of the Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA).

Doug is currently the president of MAFCA but last year he
was the Chapter Coordinator. He called to tell me that at

the recent Board of Directors Meeting, Frank Kennedy was
recognized for his efforts as our newsletter editior with a

“2025 Newsletter of Merit” award. Doug mailed me a
certificate to present to Frank at the party; it arrived just

the day before! The citation reads “Frank Kennedy is
hereby presented this Award for Extraordinary
Achievement in the publication of this superior

newsletter.” Congratulations Frank! I think all of us in the
Pine Tree Club heatedly agree with the MAFCA board.
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 For a few moments the floor is empty. Then one brave
pioneer couple will make their way out there…often it

consists of me and my wife. Soon we’re joined by other
older couples. Before long the dance floor is full and
almost everyone on it is either receiving, or will soon
be receiving, Social Security benefits. That is a great
description of what happens on Friday and Saturday

nights at New England meets! Not everybody that goes
to the meets is a “senior citizen,” but the vast majority
of the dancers are. In the article Berry names several

dances from his youth (that would be the 1960s by my
recollection of the dances) but concludes: “…most

likely, we’re doing some random, mutant, free-form
mixture of all these and other dances from the distant

past. Call it the Boomer Gyration. 

         We’re not all graceful; we don’t always look pretty
out there. Some of us look ridiculous. But we don’t care

what we look like: We’re having fun.”  That is certainly
true of the dancing at New England meets! Linda is a

good dancer. When she was a child her parents hosted
parties that always included music and dancing so she

learned at an early age. I didn’t learn to dance until
high school. I’m sure I look pretty goofy out there now
but Linda doesn’t mind and I think she probably makes

us look good as a couple. From our club Christine
MacKenzie and Mike Brauch are also regulars on the
dance floor. They are younger so maybe they are the

exception that proves the rule. 



Old Business
- No meeting took place last month as we were at the

Christmas party.
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But Dave Berry’s observation holds pretty true—younger
folks “… will occasionally glance up from their phones and
look at us dancers with an expression of wonderment. But
it’s not an admiring wonderment. It’s more like, I wonder

what in the world those old people think they’re doing.” As
he wrote: “We’re having fun.”

So, let’s plan on having some fun in 2026, whether on a
dance floor or just driving our Model As!

Take care and drive safely.
 John 



BACK SEAT DRIVER

   
 *  I believe we all had a nice

time at the Christmas party last
month. It was nice to see

familiar faces. Let’s do it more
often. I introduced my license
plate lotto game to the gang.
Once we got the hang of it, it

was fun. The big winners were
Beau and Nate who left with a

third guy - Moe Money.
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Frank Kennedy
 Editor

 * Check out page 14-15 for pictures of the Christmas
party.  * Carl will be doing his Show and Tell this coming
Saturday. Come and learn something about your A. See

deets on page 20.

I always wondered if vegetarians can eat animal crackers.

Happy New Year to all!



8Mike has original “A” parts for sale

 
The Pine Tree Model A Ford Club is looking to create a Model A
tool network, where members can find and use tools to repair/

restore their Model A’s.
The idea is to catalog specialty tools that are available for
short term use as agreed between the tool owner and a

member in need.
The club hopes to compile a list of tools and tool owners that

are willing to share.
Do you have any Model A tools you are willing to share?

I am seeking the following information: the tool(s) that you will
allow to be borrowed, your name, address, phone number, and
email and information about the tool you want to share. Once I
have a list of tools and owners we can create a list of tools and

owners to share throughout the club.
Please email or text information to rkkilroy@gmail.com. 

Phone 207-491-1068
Thank you for your interest

Rod Koehn

Sharing Tools
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Outstanding Member of the Year

As John said earlier, Barbara has  supported  
the club over the years and in many ways.

The club realized those efforts and wanted to
thank her. 
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Mike and Christine celebrating the New Year

Christine still celebrating at Midnight
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Pine Tree Model A Ford Club  
Chris Howell, 
48 Old Farm Road,
Cumberland, ME 04021

The Pine Tree Model A Ford
Club annual dues of $20 are
due.  If you have not paid,
please mail dues to: 

The Pine Tree Model A Ford
Club annual dues of $20 are
due.  If you have not paid,
please mail dues to: 
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Pine Tree
Model A Ford Club 

Signature:  Date:

MAFCA Member #:
MARC Member #:

Exp Date:
Exp Date:

Will you be attending any Regional or National events this year? 
If so, where:

For New members.  Please mail this form and dues to: 

Pine Tree Model A Ford
Club  ℅ Pamela Trafton 
P.O. Box 206  Cape
Neddick, ME. 03902
pam.trafton1@gmail.com

Membership Application

The purpose of our club is to serve as a medium for exchange of ideas, information, 
and parts, for admirers of the Model A Ford and to aid them in their efforts to restore 
and preserve the car into its original likeness. 

Name:
Spouse’s Name:
Street Address:
City, State, Zip:
email:
Land Line: Cell:

Optional Info:
Classic Car Make, Model, Year & Body Style: 

By joining the Pine Tree Model A Ford Club, I agree to the Club’s by-laws and by-laws of the Model 
A Ford Club of America.
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Christmas 
party 2025

Christmas 
party 2025
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16Thanks to the Sullivan Trail A’s

Here are some vintage ads. I am curious if we need the lock
device as no kid today knows how to start an A or shift the

gears once they started it. 
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Thanks to Harbor Area Model A Club

Thanks to The Jefferson Motorcar Gazette
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CLASSIFIEDS 
For sale-Model A truck bed, sandblasted and primed ready
for paint, small bed includes wood, slats and hardware to

attach to frame $2,000.00  Carl 1-603-534-1933

Thanks to the Utah Valley Model A Club

John and Carl would like to remind all that after our
Saturday meeting, we will be going for lunch locally. 

Please join us.

Tiny Tip ... Cold Weather and Batteries 
When adding water to a battery in cold weather, the

engine should be run at a charging
speed for at least 5 minutes after the water has been

added. This will ensure that the
water mixes with the electrolyte. (As seen in the ‘Script

A News’)
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At the Christmas party, yours truly received a nice
surprise. John announced that I had won the 2025

Newsletter of Merit award from MAFCA. That was nice. I
do enjoy putting each issue together every month for

the gang. Feel free to send me articles and pictures that
you want me to share.

MAFCA Award
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Carl’s Show and Tell

Our boy Carl will be educating us on Tuxaway, a
removable top for your rumble seat at the next meeting.

Of course, he has one to bring. He will also talk about
troubleshooting a Model A that does not start.
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The Pine Tree A’s wish 
 all of you a great year

and happy trails. 


